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scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

•From  :  *  *■ 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

November  4,  1949 


•   -THE  FARM  OUTLOOK  FOR  »50 

Upwards  of  130  State  economists  joined  with  USDA  and  other  economists 
hore  this  week  in  the  27th  Annual  Agricultural  Outlook  Conference.    See  sum- 
mary on  p.  3  of  this  Letter, 

Extension  and' our  shop -pooled  resources  in  making 'recordings  for  State 
Extension  services,  and  RFD* s ... .around  30  in  all.    You1 11  probably  also  want 
to  catch  these  economists  as  they  get  homo. 

Enc losod  is  an  interpretive  summary  of  the  conference  by  Sherman  Johnson 
of  BAE. ...along  with  1-page  summaries  of  several  of  the  over-all  reports. 
Last  week,  we  also  mailed  you  the  outlook  issue  of  the  "Agricultural  Outlook 
Digest"  —  a  1-page  affair.    And,  of  course,  many  of  you  have  received  the 
outlook  issues  of  BAE  Situation  Reports  on  particular  commodities  in  which  you 
are  interested. 


ANNUAL  FAO  CONFERENCE  OPENS  HERE  NOV.  21 

Delegations  from  58  nations  will  meet  hore  in  Washington,  Nov,  21,  for 
the  annual  conference  of  the  Food  and  Agriculturo  Organization  of  the  United 
Nations, 

Major  issues  to  come  before  the  conference  this  year  include: 

1,  Proposed  International  Commodity  Clearing  House  —  to  facilitate  re- 
sales of  unmarketable  surpluses.    The  U.S.  position' on  this  proposal  has  not 
yet  been  decided. 

2.  •  "Point  4"  brand  of  technical  assistance  --  to  boost  production  in 
deficit  countries, 

*  •  - 

We'll  send  you  a  list  of  the  U.S,  delegation  as  soon  as  it»s  available. 
Meanwhile,  note  our 'comments  on  radio  and  TV  coverage  of  the  conference  on 
p.  8  of  this  Letter.  ■  ,.    .  .•»-•■• 


See  enclosed  press  release  on  conference, 


AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 


The  margin  between  hog  market  prices  and  the  support  guide  narrowed  this 
week  from  the  $1.20  or  more  margin  during  the  past  2  weeks.    The  average  mar- 
ket price  for  the  week  will  be  substantially  lower  than  last  week  when  the 
average  for  barrows  and  gilts  at  7  Midwest  markets  was  $17.85  a  cwt...#.com- " 
pared  with  the  support  guide  of  $16.65.    The  support  guide  this  week  is  $16,25 
....and  the  average  market  price  will  be  considerably  closer  to  this  price 
than  the  last  2  weeks.    Guide  for  coming  week  is  $15.85. 

PMA.  officials  say  that,  so  far  this  season,  orderly  marketing  has  paid 
off  in  maintaining  hog  prices  in  line  with  the  usual  seasonal  price  pattern. 
despite  substantially  larger  pig  crop  to  be  marketed.    Wen  though  hog  market 
weights  have  been  climbing  seasonally  the  past  few  weeks,  farmers  are  still 
marketing  at  lighter    weights  than  recent  years. ...in  line  with  consumer  de- 
mand for  lighter  cuts.     Officials  urge  farmers  to  continue  to  keep  a  close  eye 
on  market  conditions. 


Total  egg 'buying  this  week  is  619,945  lbs..,. the  heaviest  since  the  week 
of  Sept.  15 .. ..bringing  total  for  year  to  60,016,316  lbs. 

Shipments  of  apples  under  surplus  removal  total  499,692  bushels  for  first 
3  weeks  of  operation. 

Hearings  scheduled  in  Brooklyn  Dec,  15  by  ICC  on  present  special  regula- 
tion....in  which  railroads  will  seek  permission  to  establish  damage  tolerance 
to  apply  to  loss  and  damage  claims  to  all  shipments  of  eggs,  .  If  railroads 
are  able  to  make  successful,  motor  carriers  probably  will  follow  suit.  USA 
will  contend  that  producers  bear  cost  even  when  damage  may  be  duo  to  carrier 
negligence,  and  will  try  to  show  unlawful  aspects  of  rules  and  regulations  in 
effect. 


CCC  loan  entries  for  cotton  passed  the  half  million  bale  point  the  last 
week  in  October. . ..compared  with  1.6  million  bales  up  to  the  same  time  last 
year.     Prices  to  growers  in  mid-October  were  the  lowest  in  more  than  3  years 
....or  28.7^,    Exports  were  up  sharply  in  October,  but  total  exports  for  the 
t49-50  season  are  lively  to  run  below  the  preceding  season.    Foreign  cotton 
production  is  up  5$£....and  foreign  rayon  production  up  12%  over  last  year. 

Through  Nov.  1,  purchases  of  *49  crop  Irish  potatoes  ran  5,881,692  cwt. 
....with  4,817,671  cwt.  going  to  livestock  feed.,., and  862,788  to  direct  dis- 
tribution. 


Apples,  turkeys,  cranberries,  pork  products,  tree  nuts  are  the  feature 
items  on  the  December  list  of  Plentiful  Foods, 


THE  «50  OUTLOOK  —  IN  REVIEW 

This  week,  an  auditorium  full  of  State  and  Federal  economists  climaxed 
spme  weeks  of  sifting  the  U.S,  and  world  economic  situation. ..  .with  finishing 
touches  on  the  "Agricultural  Outlook  for  I960." 

Yesterday  afternoon,  veteran  farm  economist  Sherman  Johnson  of  BAE  did 
an  interpretive  wrap-up  of  the  dozens  of  reports  and  the  week's  discussions. 
We'll  give  you  a  few  highlights  from  his  summary. 

IToxt  Year 

Good  or  bad  year  for  farmers  in  '50?'  Much  better  than  most  economists 
thought  a  few  months  back,  Hot  as  good  as  *49,  to  be  sure.  But  "certainly 
not  a  discouraging  outlook  for  this  transition  period." 

Surpluses?    Yes,  the  surplus  situations  that  developed  in  some  commodi- 
ties in  *49  are  likely  to  be  aggravated  in  '50.    Barring  catastrophes,  of 
course , 

Prices  to  farmers?    Even  with  wheat  acreage  allotments,  the  support  level 
is  likely  to  be  the  telling  factor  on  wheat  prices.     "I  found  the  same  story 
en  cotton;  and  the  discussions  as  to  tobacco  and  peanuts  indicated  that  allot- 
ments and  marketing  quotas  would  be  continued  for  those  crops,     I  found  that 
flax  and  other  oil  crops  are  likely  to  press  heavily  on  market  outlets..,, 
that  farmers  who  produce"  manufactured  dairy  products  might  expect  lower  prices 
next  year, ...and  that  egg  prices  probably  would  not  be  maintained  at  the  lev- 
els of  1949."  . 

Costs?  "Little  likelihood  of  any  sharp  reductions. ...  except  for  farm- 
raised  feed  and  livestock." 

The  Years  After 

In  these  days  when  atomic  explosions  are  heard  in  Russia. ,. .and  the  world 
is  fraught  with  other  uncertainties, .the  economists  cross  their  fingers  a 
little  about  the  longer  look  ahead.     But,  as  of  this  week,  Johnson  summed  up 
the  thinking  that  — 

"We  now  have  20  million  acres  of  cropland  , seeded  to  wheat  that  should  be 
shifted  to  other. uses."    Most  of  this  wheat  acreage     is  in  the"  Great  Plains..*, 
and' in  the  drier  parts  of  the  Pacific  Northwest, Too  much  corn  and  soybeans? 
Yes,  8  to  10  million  acres  in  the  Midwest  that  should  be  put  to  hay  and  pas~ 
ture, ., .partly  to  trim  production  to  market  needs, , partly  to  protect  the  soil. 
And  cotton?    Yes,  5  to  6  million  acres  that  need  to  go  out  of  cotton.  With 
those  and  other  shifts,  more  grass .more  forage  generally, ,,, more  meat  and 
milk.     "Public  programs  will  be  needed,  to  accolorato  the  necessary  shifts," 


A  copy  of  Johnson* s  remarks  is  enclosed. 
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WANTEDS     MORE  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED 

Just  how  short  we  are  of  tho  seed  of  some  important  grasses  and  legumes 
shows  up  in  figures  collected  by  PMA  on  production  and  needs  of  18  seeds.  For 
the  entire  group  of  18,  we  need  to  double  this  yea-r's  production  to  furnish 
farmers  the  sued  they  say  they  -would  plant  in" *5G»,,,  which,  at  average  seeding 
rates,  would  puis  in  about  100  million  acres., „as  against  the  55  million  that 
could  be  planted  with  seed  available  this  year.  • 

Below  aro'the  acreages  of  different  crops  farmers  say  they  would  like  to 
plant  in  '50.,. .and  the  amount  they  could  plant  with  available  seed: 


Would  like 

to 

The  «49  seed 

crop 

plant  in  '50 

will  plant 

Smooth  brome  grass 

2,748,375  a 

cres 

681,250 

acres 

Alsike  clover 

6, 808, OX 

tt 

7,062,000 

it 

Ladino  clover 

9,012,000 

tt 

2,370,000 

tt 

White  clover 

3,931,000 

tt 

2,044,000 

tt 

Red  clover 

30,084,250 

tt 

16,474,500 

tt 

Sweet  clover 

9,884,200 

tt 

2,406,800 

tt 

Alt  a  &  Kentucky  31  fescue 

2,878,000 

tt 

1 , 183 , 333 

tt 

Orchard  grass 

2,851,166 

it 

1,355,666 

it 

Red  top 

2,059,200 

II 

1,620,000 

tt 

Sudan  grass 

1,865,100 

tt 

1,455,500 

tt 

Timothy 

.16,193,400 

tt 

5,086,800 

tt 

Crested  wheatgrass 

623,875 

tt 

318,750 

tt 

Austrian  winter  peas 

1,563,200 

tt 

1,636,075 

ti 

Crimson  clever 

1,752,500 

it 

1,344,786 

n 

Blue  lupine 

797,714 

tt 

772,528 

tt 

Common  and  Willamette  vetchew 

836,511 

tt 

269,333 

tt 

Hairy  vetch 

1,963,760 

tt 

1,096,520 

tt 

You  have  probably  noticed  that  Kentucky  bluegrass,  perennial  and  common 
ryegrasses  are  loft  out.    As  you  know  some  of  this  seed  is  used  for  lawns. 
No  one  knows  how  much.    The  figures  on  the  production  of  lespedeza  will  not 
be  available  until  November  23,  so  it  is  left  out. 

With  alfalfa  not  only  is  there  a  shortage  of  seed- -even  with  this  year's 
record-breaking  crop— but  much  of  the  seed  that  we  have  isn't  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  farmers  who  want  it.    Farmers  for  the  country  as  whole  would  like 
to  have  seed  to  plant  about  10~  million  acres.    But  this  year  we  produced  only 
enough  to  plant  about  9  million  acres.    When  the  regional  adaptation  of  the 
seed  grown  this  year  is  considered  we  find  that  26  3/4  million  pounds  was  pro- 
duced in  the  Southern  region,  whereas  only  17  million  pounds  of  seed  is  wonted 
there.    In  the  Central  region  the  production  this  year  is  50  5/4  million  lbs. 
The  farmers  in  that  il-Statc  region  want  loss  than  half  that  amount, , about 
13  million  pounds.    But  in  the  Northern  district,  which  is  made  up  of  24  States 
the  production  of  seed  this  year  is  only  32  million  pounds,  whereas  farmers 
there  would  like  tc  have  more  than  double  that  amount  of  seed,,,, 72  million 
pounds.     Since  Southern- grown  seed  is  not  adapted  to  the  North,  the  surplus  in 
the  South  will  not  fill  the  gap. 


NEW  FARM  ACT  'AFFECTS'  EXPORTS 


Now  that  tho  President  has  put  his  signature  to  the  Agricultural  Act  of 
1949  -(Monday  of  this  -'reek),  we 1 11  'elaborate  a  little  on  angles  "bearing  on  ex- 
port of  U.S.  fam  products. 

Use  of  Section  32  funds  —  limited  mainly  to  perishable  non -basic  agri- 
cultural commodities.    But  these  funds  not  to  be  used  for  wool  (including  mo- 
hair), tung  nuts,  honey,  Irish  potatoes,  milk,  buttcrfat,  and  milk  and  butter- 
fat  products.     (Within  the  past  2  years,  So'ction  '32  export  programs  have  been 
carried  on  for  cotton,  tobacco,  winter  pears,  dried  fruits,  citrus  fruits, 
■*  dried  eggs,  and  white  potatoes.) 

Export  price  --not'  limited  on  stored  price-support  commodities.  But' 
the  soiling  price  -of  CCC  cotton  for  export  is  limited  (under  present  law)  un- 
til Jan.  1,   * 50  to  a  figure  that  will  reimburse  the  U.S.  for  all  costs  incurred 
for  the  cotton. 

Barter  —  permitted  of  CCC  stocks  for  commodities  not  produced  in  the 
U.S. ....  .with  2  stipulations.     The  CCC  stocks  must  bo  those  that  otherwise 

might  dcterioriate  before  they  could  be  disposed  of  through  normal  trade  chan- 
nels.   And  the  barter  must  not  impair  tho  U.S.  price-support  program.  , 


31  COUNTRIES  RATIFY  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

Up  to  the  end "of  October,  31  countries  had  ratified  the  International 
Wheat' Agreement.... and  so  increased  the  total  amount  of  wheat  importers  agreed 
to  buy  to  456.5  million  bushels0...or  9Ge5%'  of  the  over-all  total  that  all 
signatory  importers  accepted  under  the  Agreement. 


NEW  FARM  ACT  AMENDS  PARITY 

The  new  Farm  Act... ..signed  this  week. .. .amend  s  the  modernized  parity 
formula  in  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1948  to  include  wartime  subsidy  payments 
and  wages  paid  hired  farm  labor.    As  pointed  out  in  our  Oct.  21  Letter,  how- 
ever, the  old  formula  will  apply  for  the  basic  commodities  during  tho  4  years 
starting  Jan.  1....IF.  it  results  in  a  higher  price  than  the  new  formula.  Here 
are  illustrations  of  prices  under  the  old  and  new  formulas: 


Commodity 


(bu,) 
(bu.  ) 
(lb.) 
(bu.  ) 


Wheat 
Corn 
Cotton 
Rico 

Peanuts  (lb#) 
Tobacco 

Flue -cured  (lb.) 
. Burley  (lb.) 


Parity  Price 

Parity  Pric 

resent  formula 

Agr  i  c  u  1 1 1  jr  a  1  Act 

$2.14 

|1.88 

1,55 

1.47 

„3001 

.2810 

1.97 

2.27 

.116 

.0949 

.463 

.495 

.448 

.497 

l/  Preliminary  Estimate 
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FOREIGl  AID  —  AND  TES  FARM  OUTLOOK 

As  we've  talked  with  dozens  of  State  and  Federal  economists  here  this 
week. .«  .whether  they "be  from  Pennsylvania,  or  Indiana,  or  South  Dakota,  or 
Idaho,  or  Washington,, »« »we  find  a  good  deal  of  their  forecasting  turning  on 
the  question:-    "How  much  farm  products  will  we  ship  abroad?" 

Long-range,  they  talk  about  steps. . ...  such  as  the  reciprocal  trade  pro- 
gram. • ..to  put  more  dollars  in  European  pockets  to  buy  our  wheat,  cotton, 
fruit,  and  other  products.    But,  ac  of  today,  they  figure  a  good  deal  of  the 
outlook  for  their  growers  back  home  in  terms  of  the  tremendous  amounts  of 
farm  products  moving  abroad  to  Marshall  Plan  countries  under  the  ECA  program. 
So,  it's  opportune  to  have  from  our  USBA  Press  Service  co-worker  E.R.  Mclntyre 
•  •  •  .who  has  been  talcing  a  first-hand  look  at  Europe ...  ..a  ..wrap-up  on  the  U.S. 
agricultural  products  moved  to  Europe  under  EGA  financing..    His  figures  cover 
the  17  months  from  Apr.  3,  T43....tc  Aug.  31,  *49.    They  include  just  the 
products  for  which  settlement  had  been  made  by  that  time. 

This  is  the  17 -month  tally  for  the  more  important  products: 


Million  Million 


Wheat 

^626 . 5 

All  Me  at s 

13.5 

(including  flour) 

($14  Million  Eorsemea 

t) 

C  ott  on 

444.7  . 

Oil  Cake  &  Meal 

Tobacco 

135,4 

Cats 

15,3 

Corn 

96.7 

Barley 

13.3. 

Cheese 

60.9 

Tallow 

Peanuts 

49 . 1 

Soybean  Oil 

11.3 

Lard 

olg  5 

Grain  Sorghum 

11.0 

Soybeans 

28.9 

Eggs 

o  s 

Canned  Dried  Milk 

28.7 

Rye 

9.4 

Flaxseed 

'  20.9 

Rice 

9.4 

Fruits  &  Huts 

17.5 

Raw  Wool 

9.5 

The  total  EGA-financed  shipments  of  food  and  agriculture  goods  add  up  to 
nearly  1  3/4  billion  dollar's, . or  more  than  half  of  our  total  U.S.  aid  to 
Marshall  Plan  countries. 

'Under  the  ECA  Act,  purchases  of  frozen  eggs,  dried  fruit,  tobacco,  flax- 
seed, and  citrus  fruits  bought  by  Marshall  Plan  countries  with  ECA  money  have 
been  subsidized  by  USEA. 

NOV.  12  FARM-HOME  EET^ORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST :     I)  "Business  Side  of  Farming," 

Dana  Reynolds;  2)  Report  from  Regional  Rural  Electrification  Meeting," 
with  RSA  Administrator  Wickard;  N.  C.  Extension  Editor,  Frank  Jeter; 
and  others  from  WATR,  Winston-Salem. 

NEC  -  National  Farm  ana  Homo  Hour  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST:  '  1)  "USDA  Headline?," 
Dana  Reynolds;  2)  "Grain  Sorghum  Harvest,"  with  RED  J.E*  Linn,  KGNC  at 
Amarillo  and  Andy  Adam  of  Texas  Extension. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


RFD '  s  in  the  News 

Several  of  the  boys  made  "Radio  Daily"  the  past  few  days.. ..Bill  Givens 
of  WGY-WRGB  in  Schenectady  as  director  of  an  American  Farmers  tour  of  Europe 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  National  Farmers  Union' and  TWA  Airlines, e ..to 
study  French  agriculture, . . aTom  Page  of  WN3C  in  New  York  as  guest  of  honor 
and  chief  speaker  at  an  American  Camping  Association  meeting. ,  ,. and  Roger 
Harrison  of  WBZ  in  Boston  who,  after  finishing  his  dinner,  got  ready  to  ad- 
dress the  Dairymen's  Banquet. ... only  to  find  that  he  had  dined  with  the  House- 
wares "Club  „    Explanation:     late  arrival  at  hotel,... and  a  not-too-well-informer 
usher. 

Beaty  Drops  By 

Sitting  across  the  desk  at  the  moment.... filling  in  the  home  folks  before 
shoving  off  to  New  York,... is  RFD  Layne  Beaty  of  VfBAP,  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Layne. has  been  here  most  of  the  week. .. .taking  in  the  Outlook  Conference,  and 
visiting  around  the  Department,  and  the  town.     He  expects  to  be  back  in  Fort 
Worth  early  next  week.  * 

Layne  says  WBAP-TV  is  signing  on  at  4  p.m.  7  days  a  week. ,  0. with  a  heavy' 
fare  of  live  shows.     "Gardening  Can  Be  Fun"  will  run  on  through  the  winter.... 
Wednesday  evenings  at  7:00.,.. 20  minutes.     Layne  also  is  doing  special  farm 
features  from  time  to  time8     He  and  the "folks  at  the  station  are  pleased  with 
the  number  of  farm  folks  buying  TV  sets. 

Any  Second -Hand  Recordings? 

Hank  LUller  of  Voice  of  America  says  (in  current  NARFD  house  organ)  "A 
great,  deal  of  our  mail  (which  goes  as  high  as  20,000  letters  a  month  asks 
questions  about  agriculture.     If  it  isn't  asking  too  much,  I'd  like  the  RFD's 
to  send  me  tapes  of  some  of  their  intervi ews  and  descriptions  done  out  of  the 
studio. . c . (in  order  that  we  can  get  more  material  from  various  parts  of  the 
country  about  agriculture  and  the  people  that  are  part  of  it.    We  don't  want 
anything  special--just  the  regular  material " that  is  used  for  your  own  audi- 
ence.   When  you  have  finished  with  the  tape... .send  it  on.,., if  we  use  it, 
the  announcer  and  the  station  will  get  credit  on  the  air  and  a  letter  telling 
when  and  how  it  was  used).     Just  address  it  to  'Hank  Miller,  Department  of 
State  IBD,  English  Section,  224  West  57th  Street,  New  York  19,  N.Y. «" 

U.S.  Through  Australian  Eyes 

To  our  recent  word  of  admiration  for  the  report  the  Australian  farm  group 
made  on  their  U.S.  and  British  observations.. ..a  further  compliment  for  a  ser- 
ies of  4  supplementary  reports  on  poultry  farming,  dairy  farming,  mixed  farm- 
ing and  rural  youth.     These  are  attractive  format-wise, ,, ,and  make  very,  very 
good  reading. ...for  Americans  as  well  as  Australians. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

Radio  and  TV  at  FAQ  Conference 

This  year,  we're  shifting  our  emphasis  a  little  on  domestic  radio  and  TV 
coverage  of  the  International  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  conference 
here  in  Washington. . ..Nov.  21-Dec,  7.     (See  p.  1  of  RFD  Letter.) 

We're  making  no  formal  offer  of  recordings  with  U.S.  delegation  members 
as  we  did  last  year.    Instead,  we'll  spread  our  time  as  far  as  it  will  go  on 
RFD  Letter  coverage,  network  shows,  servicing  commentators,  working  with  press 
associations,  etc.    More  details  about  this  later. 

It  does  strike  us,  however,  that  you. .. .working  with  local  Extension  Ser- 
vices, farm  organizations,  and  others. . ..may  be  able  to  line  up  some  very  ef- 
fective features  of  your  own  to  coincide  with  the  conference  here.    People  in 
your  locality  who  have  been  abroad  on  FAO,  USDA,  and  ECA  missions. . ..farm" 
youth  exchange  delegates. .. .members  of  farmer  tour  parties. . ..and  others.... 
might  well  tie  in  their  first-hand  observations  with  proposals  up  before  the 
conference  here."  For  example,  the  need  for.... and  benefits  of. ...U.S.  tech- 
nical aid.    Also,  their  views  on  proposals  such  as  the  International  Commodity 
Clearing  House  for  moving  farm  surpluses.    Your  local  Extension  Service  can 
give  you  leads  on  folks  who've  been  abroad. 

If  any  of  you  could  manage  to  come  in  for  part  of  the  conference,  we'll 
be  happy  to  help  make  contacts  for  you. 

And,  if  your  station  has  a  Washington  representative,  we1 11  do  our  best 
to  work  with  him  in  any  way  you  suggest. 


WGY  Observes  an  Anniversary 

WGY  is  celebrating  a  23rd  anniversary  in  its  farm  broadcasting, «. .accord- 
ing to  my  interpretation  of  a  copy  of  remarks  that  Ken  Gapen  is  giving  over' 
the  "Farm  Forum"  in  Schenectady  tonight.     Over  the  'phone  a  few  minutes  ago, 
Emerson  Ma rkham.... daddy  of  GETs  farm  radio  and  TV  programming,  and  now  di- 
rector of  the  TV  division  of  NAB.... says  this  is  the  24th  anniversary.  Regard- 
less of  where  the  mix-up  occurs  (probably  mine)  Emerson  Ma  rkham. ..  .and  now  his" 
successor,  Bill  Givens , . . . . have  been  at  it  a  long,  long  time.  Congratulations. 

Cordially, 

Dana  D.  Reynolds 

Acting" Ass »t  Director  of  Information 
Enclosures  t  for  Radio  and  Television 

Meaning  of  the  Outlook  for  1950 
Family  Food  Consumption  &  Dietary  Improvement 
FAO  Release  —  Two  Halves  of  one  Whole 
Outlook  for  U.S.  Agricultural  Exports 
Domestic  Business  Outlook 
Community  Development 
International  Financial  Relations 


Reserve 


7*  a****. 


RADIO  SERVICE 

Ken  G-apen 


November  8,  1946 


IN  THIS 


General 

f47  Production 


Goals 


Rural  Ho  so  it  al  Moot ... .  2 


.  - 

Push  Potatoes   2 

Meat  Production   2 

Used  Machinery  Ceilings   3 

Grass  Seed  Prospects,...   3 

Dates  Coming  Up   3 

Marketing  Facilities  Studies ..... .4&5 

Dodd  on  Food  Exports   5 

CroD  Insurance   7 


BAE  Situation  Reports 

Fats  and  Oils  ,  »  G 

Fruit   6 

Feed   7 

Wheat  ;  7 

Cotton  ,   7 

Among  Ourselves  » \  8 

Anderson  on  NBC  .  8 

PMA  at  RFD  Meet   8 

Platter  Trades  on  Market 

Facilities.......  8 


TOP  PRODUCTION  AGAIN  IN  f47 

National  farm  production  Goals... to  be  announced  Monday  the  11th... spell  out 
the  story  we  gave  you  in  previous  letters  as  to  another  year  of  top  production 
in  '47.  ~  "  ' 

The  total  goals  run  358,5  million  acres... 3$  larger  than  actual  planted 
acreage  in  f46. 

In  view  of  the  heavy  drain  these  goals  would  place  on  our  soil  resources, 
USDA  is  asking  state  people  to  look  .it  the  goals  in  relation  to  good  land  use, 
and  make  needed  adjustments  in  goals  even  though  crop  needs  justify  the  requejs^ 
for  a  large  increase.    It  cautions  flax  and  wheat  growers  in  particular  not  /break 
out  sod  or  grass  land  which  would  create  erosion  hazards  in  the  future. 

The  big  increases  called  for  in  f47  are  in  cotton,  flax,  dry  beans  ,  soybeans, 
barley,  and  grain  sorghums. 

For  some  commodities. such  as  potatoes,  peanuts,  and  bur ley  tobacco .. .the 
goals  represent  the  maximum  need. 

Dairy  goals  seek  some  slowing  down  of  recent  heavy  culling. 

Recommended  goals  will  be  considered  this  month  by  State  USDA  Councils.. » 
with  final  goals  announced  after  States  make  recommendations. 


MEETING  ON  RURAL  HOSPITALS 


You  recall  that  the  last  session  of  Congress  passed  the  so-called.  Hospital 
Survey  and  Construction  Act*. .with  $75  million  to  be  spent  ever  a  period  of  5  year 

Yesterday,  a  commit ee  appointed  by  the  Surgeon  G-eneral  to  advise  on  rural 
needs  under  this  program  net  here  in  Washington.    They  were  considering  how  to  get 
rural  communities  lined  up  to  take  advantage  of  this  program.    The  .?  cr.mittee  in- 
cluded representatives  of  leading  farm  organizations,  the  Extension  Service,  and 
the  Public  Health  Service. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  what  farm  organizations  (Farm  Bureau, 
Grange,  etc.  )  can  do  to  get  rural  people  interested  in  rural  health. 

You  may  want  to  keep  in  touch  with  local  farm  organization  leaders,  and  State 
extension  as  to  developments  in  your  territory. 


PUSH  POTATO'S 3 


There Ts'  danger  of"  'a  great  many  potatoes  being  Tost"  'this'  fall,'  barring  pretty 
strenuous  efforts' to' "get"  them  moving  into  consumption  and  home  storage.    The  big 
problem  is  In*  the*  Ea'sty  including  Maine  and  New  York','  where  a  large  percentage  oj 
the  potato1  crop'  is  "tocated,  and  where  there  is  not  enough  permanent  storage  to 
handle  it-.  


As  you  know,  there fs  a  concerted  drive  on,' Nov.' 7-15',' to' mo V'e  more  potatoes 
into  consumer  channels. 

As  we  indicated  in  last  week's  letter,  a  good  many  farmers  are  using  potatoes 
for  livestock  and  poultry  feed.    You  might  check  with  county  agents  and  State 
extension  services  for  feeding  recommendations. 


MEAT  PRODUCTION  REPORT 

This  is  the  score  on  meat  production  under  .Federal  inspection  for  the  week 
ended  Nov,  2,  compared  with  preceding  week,  and  corresponding  week  year  ago: 

Total  9fo  below  and  32%  above 

Cattle  11$  be  low....  and  16$  above 

Calves  6fo  below  and  lyo  below 

Sheep  & 

»  1  amb  s — 1  Z>fo  be  low ....  and  &fo  ab  o  ve 


Hogs  3$  below. .  • .  .and 


81$  above 
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USED  FAT&l  MACHINERY  CEILINGS 

OPA  reminds  us  of  callings  still' in  effect  on  used  farm  machinery. 

Dealer  sales  of  used  farm  machinery  (except  the  few  items  decontrolled)  are 

still  under  price  ceilings.    The  exceptions . . .the  items  decontrolled. . . include ; 
poultry  farm  equipment,  including  plastic  leg  bands. . .dairy  farm  equipment, 
including  churns,  milk  coolers  (ice),  milking  machines,  separators .. .beekeeping 
supplies  and  equipment .. .sprayers  and  dusters. . .electric  fence  controllers... 
tobacco  barn  burning  and  curing  equipment. 

Farmer  and  auctioneer  Sales  include  only  10  items  still  under  control. 

They  are:     combines. . .corn  binders. . .corn  pickers. . .farm  and  garden  tractors 
(except  track-type ) . . .hay  balers  (motor  or  tractor  operated) .. .manure  spreaders... 
hay  loaders. . .side  delivery  rakes. . .tractor-mounted  mowers,  including  semi-mounted 
( power  take-off  driven)  movie r s. .  .combination  of  any  of  foregoing  items  with  other 
items  designed  for  mounting  thereon  where  combination  is  sold  as  a  unit. 

Eow  to  Figure  Prices 


This  is  the  story  on  how  to  figure  prices  for  those  10  items  of  used  machinery 
for  auctioneer  or  farmer  sales;  that  is,  on  items  the  seller  bought  for  his  own 
use,  and  not  for  re-sale.   .He  can't  sell  for  more  than  =  !85$  of  the  base  price,  if  he 
sells  within  one  year  of  the  time  he  bought  it  new,  or  70fo  of  the  base  if  sold 
after. .one  year.    That  formula  also  holds  for  those  10  items  when  sold  "as  is" 
either  by  dealers ,  farmers ,  or  auctioneers „ 

FORAGE  AI.Tj  LEGUME  SEED  PROSPECTS 

Farmers  may  have  trouble  getting  seme  grass  seeds,  but  probably  will  find 
fairly  plentiful  supplies  of  most  legume  seeds. 

The  timothy  seed  crop  is  slightly  larger  than  last  year,   even  -though  about 
one-fourth  below  average.    On  the  other  hand,  redtop  is  a  little  below  last  year 
but  above  average . 

An  all-time  record  crop  of  orchard  grass  seed  leaves  us  with  more  than  a 
two  years'  supply  of  orchard-grass.    And  there's  a  record  crop  of  rye -grass  seed. 
But  the  seed  crops  of  both  Sudan  grass  and  bromegrass  are  the  smallest  in  years,, 

DATES  COMING  UP 

These  are  dates  of  a  few  forth-coming  events: 

Nov.  12-14. . .National  Home  Demonstration  Council  meeting  in -Omaha,  Nab. 
Nov.  19 ...  c .  .Opening  of  UNESCO  conference  in,  Par.la,  France. 
Nov.  20-22„ . .National  Juvenile  Delinquency  Conference ,  .  Vlashingt on,  D.  C. 
Nov.  30-Dee.  7... Meeting  of  Natl.  Association  of  Agricultural  Agent s ,  Chicago, 

Illinois. 

Dec.'  1-5. . . . ».4-H  Club  Congress,  Chicago 

Dec.  5-6. . . . .Net Tl9  Garden  Conference,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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VjiiAi'  AbUJT  YOUR  LOCAL  KAHKKTiljS  FgTgOT^g? 

With  the  war  behind  us,  there's  a  revival  in  many  cities  over  the.  country  of 
war -interrupted  steps  to  modernize  marketing  facilities  for  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables,  poultry,  and  other  products.    You  may  want  to  check  into  the  situation 
in  your  local  market ...  or  possibly  talk .with  farmers  who  .patronize  markets *in 
nearby  cities.  .  .  . 

Where  the  Rub  Comes      .  ■   


Most  of  these  wholesale  markets  were  built.  50  or  100  years  ago.    They  were  set 
down  in  the  downtown  section.. .-.with  little  space ...  of  ten  without  rail  connections. 
With  the  big  expansion  in  the  amount  of  products  .to  be.  handle dr  .ana  present-day 
traffic  problems,  there  are  terrific  delays  and  waste  in  handling  products  

Farmers  at  many  markets  have  to  get  to  the  market  4  or  5  hours  ahead  of 

market  opening  to  find  a  parking  space... and  even  then  probably  are  unable  to  get 
a  shed,    What;1  s  more,  inefficiency  at  the  markets  backs  up  in  the  country  produce 
which  city  folks  need.    And,  as  a  result  of  waste  and  high  handling  costs,  farmers 
get  less  for  their  products. 

Truckers  in  market  such  as  New  York... where  at  peak  of  day's  business  there 

are  around  1400  trucks  trying  to  load  or  imlaod  in  space  to  accommodate  400-500 
.♦.may  spend  5  to  6  hours  inching  up  to  unloading  platforms. 

Handlers  have  long  hours,  high  costs,  and  spoilage  losses  because  of  unnec- 
essary handling,  exposure,  poor  storage. 

Consumers  get  lettuce,  tomatoes,   strav/borries  and  other  products  that  have 

lost  much  of  vitamins,  and  general  Quality.    And  consumers  pay  more  because  of 
the  antiquated  marketing  system, 

Retailers  spend  hours  going  from  point  to  point  in  disorganized  markets.. 0 

railroads  are  at  a  competitive  disadvantage  because  rail  receipts  mist  be  trucked 
into  the  market  are a... and  so  on. 

The  Diagnosis 

USEA's  Marketing  Facilities  Branch  is  studying  markets  (upon  request)  to  make 
recommendations  to  correct  foregoing  difficulties  through  measures  ranging'  from 
arranging  buildings  so  produce  arriving  by  rail,  track  can  be ^unloaded  right  on 
floors... to  making  streets  wide  enough  for  trucks  to  back  up/piatf orms .     The  stud- 
ies cover:    market  places,  storage,  transport at i m,  and  methods  of  handling. 

This  briefly,  is  the  score  on  studies: 

Studies  Finished  Atlanta,  Augusta,  Ga.  • . •Huntington,  W.  Va.  New  York,  Phila. 

Concentration  markets  in  Alabama. . .Kansas  City • • .Dallas . • .with  improvements  in 
Denver  based  on  Kansas  City  study. ; . Jackson (Miss. )  Richmond. 

Current  Studies  Reports  out  soon  on  New  Haven,  Miami,  Hartford,  Columbus, 

Tampa,  Atlanta  (expansion  of  present  market,  )        ,~  • 


(continued  on  p 


age  5 . ) 


\ 


What  about  your  local  market ing  Facilities  (continued  from  page  4.) 


Starting  in  St*  Louis  (Nov.  18) * . .study  of  poultry  marketing  facilities  for 

all  of  Vermont  (starting  soon) . . .survey  with'  college  people  in  Ind»#  Minn,,  Ohio  on 
where  work  needs  to  be  done  on  livestock  and  moat  markets  (starting  next  week.) 

Trouble  Spots 

The  markets  especially  in  need  of  improvement  include  New  York  City,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  New  Have n^  Cincinnati 3  San  Francisco,  Milwaukee.  s  St".  Louis,  Houston 
Richmond*.  Boston.     (And  others,  of  course.) 

The  Radio  Job 

You  may  want  to  interview  fa  mors  and  buyers,  and  others,  about  what's  wrong 
with  your  local  market.    Perhaps  there  are  difficulties  that  can  be  easily  correct:: 
In  some  places,  trucks  park  in  the  middle  of  the  .treet  to  trade.*. or  dealers  put 
their  produce  out  in  the  street... or  trucks  from  the  railroad  park  at  the  market 
for  3  or  4  hours.    On  the  other  hand,     there  may  be  need  for  additions  or  improve- 
ments to  facilities*    While,  in  some  places,  the  market  has  to  be  rebuilt  from  the 
ground  up; 

As  a  guide  to  you  in  your  local  probing,  you  nay  like  to  have  USDA's  "Wholesale 

Markets  in  40  Cities"  with  summaries  of  their- faults*     (See  "Among  Ourselves" 

on  page  &}  of  this  letter.) 

DO  DP  REPORTS  ON  FOOD  EXPORT  RESULTS  -  - 

.  Undersecretary  Dodd  returned  from  his  trip  around  Europe  with  the  observation 
that :  •  -  - '  '  ■  ■ 

"I  know  it  made  me  feel  good  to  see  those  people  (in  Greece)  eating  food  from 
American  f arras  and  to  find  out  that  they  gave  one -third  of  their    UNRRA  food 
exclusively  to  children,  expectant  mothers,-  and  hospitals *.  .we  saw  quantities 
of  canned  goods  being  distributed,  with  tTuSDAT  plainly  marked  on  the  labels. 

•  * 

"We  all  regretted  last  spring  that  world  famine  conditions  made  it  necessary 
to  organize  a  wheat  export  program  so  rapidly.    Some  American  farmers  who 
answered  the  first  call  and  sold  their  wheat  early  didn't  get  as  much 
financial  return  as  those "who  held  off  a  while.    I  was  one  of  those  who 
sold  early  and  I  know  how  wheat  growers  came  to  feel  about  'it. 

"But  now  after  seeing  and  talking  with  those  people  over  there.. .and  after 
seeing  the  increased  vigor  of  youngsters  who  otherwise  might  have  starved 
*..I  feel  no  regrets  as  far  as  my  own  farming  operations  are  concerned*  I 
figure  that  the  wheat  from  my  farm  helped  prdvide  many  families  with  the 
bread  they  needed  to  stay  alive."  '•  >• 


BAB  SITUATION  REPORT  BRIEFS  " ...   .  -. 

Fats  and  ©lis' Situation  (As  of  :0ct..25.) 

—  .I.H--      ■   ■    ■  ■■■■■■.I.  ,  I— —.H.I..       -   — — -  ♦     •  « 

Imports  of  copra  will  be  substantially  larger  in  '47  than  in  '  T46 . .  .with 

Philippines  regaining  prewar  levels. . .and  outer  islands  of  Netherlands  Indies 
rapidly  stepping  up  output.    But  imports  of  most  other  oil-bearing  materials  and 
fats  will  remain  low. ,*with  total  imports  probably  not  much  more  than  half  the 
2  billion-  lbs.'  of  .prewar  years. 

Exports  of  TJ.  S.  lard  and  other  fats  probably  will  drop  in  '' 47  t c  .  /.or 

below. • .prewar  500  million  lbs.  because  of  short  supplies  in  U.  S.     In  T47,  U.  G 

may  import  more  fats  and  oils  than  export  for  first  time  since  f42. 

Stocks  on  Cot.  1  lowest  for  that  date  in  18  years. 

Inventories  likely  to  increase  in  next  several  months  to  restore  working 

stocks  more  nearly  to  normal  levels,  and  in  anticipation  of  further  price  rises. 
But  if  inventory-building- becomes  excessive,  prices  undoubtedly,  will  drop  fairly 
sharply  when  overall  demand  weakens,  possibly  in  spring  or  summer  of  '47. 

Farmer  prices-  for  oilseeds  in  T46-47  would  have  averaged  record,  or  near- 
record  even  under  October  ceilings.  With  ceilings  off,  prices  in  current , market 
ing  year  probably  will  average  highest  on  record. 

Fruit  Situation  (As  of  Oct.  29.) 

Production  of  deciduous  and  citrus  fruit  is  at  new  record-high  this,  season,, 

with  supplies  for  U.  S.  use  at  new  record -highs. . .and  demand  for  fresh  and  - 
processed  fruit  expected  to  continue  strong  this  fall  and  winter. 

Prices  of  most  fresh  fruits,  almonds,  filberts  expected  to  continue  below 

last  year  because*'  'or*  increased  nroduct ion.    But  orice^s  for  most  processed  .fruits 
*  -  ,    - 

a  few  fresh  fruits,  walnuts,  pecans  probably  will  continue  above  comparable 
prices  year  earlier.    Prices  generally  will  be  well  above  prewar  levels. 

The  situations  for'  a  few  key  f raits  are:. 

Citrus-1" — '46-47  crop  estimated  to  -be  about  one-eighth  larger  than  previous 
record  in  f45-46 . . .with  prices  expected  to- average  well  above  prewar  but  not 
quite  as  large  as  year  earlier. 

«  4  < 

Apples  Commercial  crop  about  average  but .much  larger  than  record-small 

crop  in  *45.     Increase  over  '45  especially  marked.,  in  Eastern.,  and  Central  States ; 
and  in  fall  and  winter  varieties*    Far  more  cars  shipped  so  far  this  season'.. , 
and  prices  considerably  lower, . .than  same  period  last  year. 

Pears  '46  crop  topped... by  small  margin. . .record  set  last  year.  Grower 

prices  not  expected  to  average  quite  as  high  as  for  T45  crop. 

(  continued  on  next  page. ) 


BAE  Situation  Report  Briefs  (continued  from  page   6.  ) 


Feed  Situation  (As  of  Oct.  2S«) 

Removal  of  price  controls  on.  nearly  all  feeds  not  previously  decontrolled 
(mainly  by-product  and  commercial  mixe d  feeds)  will  bring  higher  prices  for  most 
of  these  feeds,  at  least  for  a  few  months.    Feed  grain  trices  (out  from  under  con- 
trols since  June)  probably  will  not 'be  much  affected 'by  end  of  controls  on  live- 
stock and  other  feeds. 


Favorable  conditions  during  September  and  early  October  virtually  assure 
large  feed  supplies  for  '46-47.    Corn  crop  is  record  size... and  much  better  quality 
than  f45  crop.    Oats  crop  only  slightly  below  last  year's  re cord... and  good 
quality.    Barley  crop  Zffo  smaller  than  last  year. ..  smallest  since  '37.  ..but  quality 
better  than  usual.     Sorghum  grain  crop  estimated  (Oct.  1)  €>%  less  than  f45.  Feed 
grain  supplies  on  Oct.  1  were  2.59b  larger  than  year  earlier. . 0with  increase 
accounted  for  by  corn. 

Wheat  Situation  (As  cf  Oct.  25.) 

World  wheat  crop  in  T46  (excluding  Russia  and  China)  estimated  at  4.2  billion 
bu... about  l&fo  above  the  small  T45  crop. .  .largest  since  '40, 

The  * 46-47  demand  for  wheat  and  flour  imports  by  deficit  countries  will  be 
somewhat  smaller  than  year  a.ri®  because  of  bigger  domestic  production.    Even  so, 
total  stated  import  requirements  are  greatly  in  excess  of  world  exportable  supplies 
of  about  700  million  bu. 

U.  S.  crop  largest  on  record,  but  carry-over  smallest  in  20  years,  except  'f37» 
So  total  supplies  below  each  of  past  5  years.    Estimated  500  million  bu.  available 
for  export  and  carry-over. • .with  foreign  demand -probably  much  greater  than  the 
267  million  bu.  planned  for  export. 

Cotton  Situation  (As  of  Oct.  30.) 

In  "45-46,.  world  cotton  exports  regained  half  of  wartime  losses.    For  year 
ended  July  31,  exports  from  all  countries  totaled  9,038,000  (oOO-lb)  bales... 
with  U.  S.  exports  3.7  million  bales... or  41^  of  total  world  exports .. .compared 
with  6.5  million,  or  50$  cf  total,  in  f39. 

Western  Hemisphere  contributed  about  2/3  of  total  exports.    Latin  American 
countries  increased  exports  in  !45  to  26/£  of  total,  compared  with  about  2J.fo 
during  war  years.  '• 

57  VARIETIES  OF  CROP  LOSS  . 

With  crop  insurance  sign-up  getting  underway  on  cotton,  -spring  wheat,  and  flax, 
we  have  this  report  on  what  this  "all-risk"  protection  actually  covers.  The  losses 
covered  by  payments  under  the   '45  program  included  57  different  hazards: 

Cotton  growers  collected  on  42  hazards. . .wheat  growers  on  37... and  flax  growers 
on  31.     Those  hazards  included  19  weather  conditions,  16  kinds  of  insects,  11 
plant  diseases,  8  weeds... as  well  as  fire,  wild  birds,  and  wild  animals. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Anderson  on  NBC  Hoy.  15 

Secretary  Anderson  will  address  the  annual  session  of  the  National  Grange  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  Nov.  15. •.with  NBC  carrying  .the  talk  from  3:15  to  3:40  p.m., 
Pacific  Standard  Time.    Which,  needless  to  say,  is  4:15  I.IST,  5:15  GST,  and  6:15  IS' 

Market  Sews  Dope  at  Chicago 

Market  news  services  discontinued  during  war  are  being-  restored. . .and  several 
new  market  news  offices  are  being  opened.     Lance  Hooks,  of  PMA,  will  be  on  hand  at 
the  RFD  meeting  in  Chicago,  Dec.  1,  to  answer  questions  that  RFD's  may  have  about 
these  and  other  matters. 

No  Market  hews  the  11th 

By  way  of  answer  to  a  host  of  "Tiiyf  ore  f  s"  USDA's  market  news  offices  will  be 
closed  the  11th,  because  Armistice  day  is  one  of  the  8  national  holidays  observed 
by  'Government  agencies. 

Platter  Trades  on  Markets? 

In  our  RED  letter  for  Oct.  18  (p.  7)  we  passed  along  Wallace  Kadderly's  (KG?/, 
Portland)  suggestion  for  interchange  of  platters  among  RFDts. 

This  suggestion  comes  to  mind  in  connection  with  our  background  piece  on 
pp.  4-5  of  this  issue  on  local  marketing  facilities.     The   question  is  whether  some 
of  the  KFDTs  in  "places  with  antiquated  marketing  set-ups  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  the  story  of  how  places  such  as  Kansas  City  and  Denver  went  about  improv- 
ing their  facilities,  and  the  advantages  to  farmers  and  others  of  the  improved 
set-ups.    The  subsequent  question  is  whether  RFD's  in  cities  with  such  improved 
facilities  would  be  willing  to  do  for  their  brethren  in  less  priviliged  centers 
a  platter  on  their  local  markets.     It  very  well  could  be  (perhaps?)  a  transcrip- 
tion of  a  kind  of  progress  report  that  the  RED  had  put  on  his  local  show.  Or, 
again,  as  with  Wallace  and  Prank  Jeter,  it  might  be  a  " special" .. 5as  one  HZD  to 
another.    "  .'  ... 

In  line  with  V/allace's  suggestion  that  we  implement  his  idea,  our  contribution 
here,  perhaps  (?)  is  to  mention  a  few  of  the  markets  with  good  stories  to  tell-. . • 
and  then  let  the  platters  fall  where,  they  may.    A  few  such  markets  suggested  by: 
PMA  include:    Atlanta,  Cleveland,  Denver,  Kansas  City,  Eight st own,  N.  J.   ( farmers 
auction  market  near  Trenton, ) 

Yes,  we'll  run  a  subsequent  list  from  outraged  RPD's  elsewhere  whose  markets 
have  been  slighted. . .end  who  want  to  g2t  in  cn  the  exchange. 


L£rr- 

To 

Radio  Form  Directors 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

November  10,  1949 

NARFD  MEETS  IE  .CHICAGO.,  NOV...  26-27. 

It's  almost  "Chicago-time"  again.    And  with  it  comes. .. .from  NARFD. Sec- 
retary Phil  Alampi..#»a  very  intriguing  line-up  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors  at  the  Stevens,  Nov,  26  and  27. 
We're  carrying  highlights  of  the  program  on  p.  7  of  this  issue  of  the  RFD 
Letter. 

Also,  see  p.  8    for  latest  wrinkles  in  radio  and  TV  coverage  of  the  Na- 
tional 4-H  Club  Congress. 


HIMRBAUGH  .SEES  PROGRESS  "SOUTH  OF  THE  BORDER" 

Our  Director  of  Information,  Keith  Himobaugh. . . . just  back  from  Guatemala, 
El  Salvador,  and  Mexico..., ...  says  the  foot-and-mouth  people  have  been  doing  a 
good  job  of  informing  the  Mexicans  about  the  problem  and  program.    With  all 
the  cattle  in  the  infected  zone  having  been  vaccinated  at  least  once,  the  con- 
trol forces  a  re  finding  a  better  understanding  of  the  need  for  and  purpose  of 
the  vaccination  work.     Keith  looked  over  the  foot-and-mouth  work  in  the  com- 
pany of  representatives  from  the  .Farm  Journal,  The  Cattleman,... .The  Dakota  Farm- 
er, Cappers*  Farmer,  The  Farmer-Stockman,  and  the  farm  magazine  section  of 
the  Des  Moines  Register-Tribune  who  visited  Mexico  at  their  own  expense.  We 
expe.ot.  to  send  you  soon  a  summary  of  the  observations  of  the  a&itors. 

As  to  the  cooperative  Technical  Collaboration  program  in  Guatemala  and 
El  Salvador,  Keith  says  it's  doing  a  good  job  of  making  friends  and  promoting 
understanding.    It's  also  laying  groundwork  for  more  prosperity  in  Latin 
America. ..which,  in  turn,  should  lead  to  greater  trade  between  our  countries. 
Keith  wa.s  especially  impressed  by  the  progres.s  in  training  young  men  in  the 
countries  down  there  to  take  over  the  agricultural  programs. 


CORN  CROP  DOWN  —  BUT  STILL  NEAR  RECORD 

This  afternoon's  Crop  Report  estimates  the  '49  corn  crop  at  3,358  million 
bushels. ...or  119  million  below  Oct,  l....but  still  the  second  largest  crop 
on  record*    The  Oct.  10  windstorm  in  the  northwestern  Corn  Belt  caused  a 
salvage  problem  in  the  corn  fields. 
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AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

Proclamation  of  the  »50  peanut " marketing  quota... ...and  apportionment  of 

the  national  allotment  to  States. . ..are  expected  the  latter  part  of  ITovenber. 


From  Jan.  1  to  Oct.  28,  »49,  CCC  had  bought  the  following  dairy  products 
(in  round  numbers):    Grade  A  salted  creamery  butter  —  60  million  pounds; 
Grade  B,  37  million. ... .nonfat  dry  milk  solids,  379  million  pounds .... .and 
American  Cheddar  cheese,  20  million  pounds. 


Plans  and  standards  for  farmhouses  will  get  a  go-round  at  regional  meet- 
ings of  USDA  and  State  people  at  the  Henry  Grady  in  Atlanta,  Nov.  14-15..... 

Andrew  Johnson  in  Knoxville,  17-18. .. ..Fontene lie  in  Omaha,  Nov.  28-29...,. 

Imperial  in  Portland,  Oreg.,  Dec.  5-6... . .  .Hayward  in  Los  Angeles,  Dec,  12-13 

.....Stevens  in  Chicago,  Dec,  16-17. ... .Nittany  Lion  Inn  at  State  College,  Pa., 

Jan.  17-18.     These  conferences  tie  in- with  plans  under  the  recently-passed 
Farm  Housing  Act. 

DODD  REVIEWS  WORLD  FARM  OUTLOOK 

On  the  eve  of  the  annual  FAO  conference  here  in  Washington  (l;Jov.  21-Dec.7) 
Director-General  K.E.  (Ed)  Dodd  looked  over  farm  plans  for  major  parts  of  the 
world..., in  a  talk  at  USDA  last  night. 

The  USSR  plans  to  expand  production  rapidly. ,. .with  more  push  on  live- 
stock than  on  food  crops. .. .possibly  because  the  Russians  have  enough  bread 
and  potatoes,  and  want  variety.'   Her  goals  would  allow  her  to  export  consid- 
erable food  and  forest  products,,  if  she  wants  to. .  .Countries  "behind  the 
Iron  Curtain"  plan  to  expand  almost  as  fast  as  USSR, ...with  a  switch  from 
grain  to  livestock  product  exports.. ,.  .Western  and  Central  European  countries 
are  trying  to  grow  more  food.. ..limit  imports  to  what  they  can  pay  for...# 
and  save  dollars.... .All  in  all,  by  *  50-51, ' Europe  may  be  back  to  about  pre- 
war on  grain. ...12%  below  prewar  on  sugar... .and  90%  of  prewar  for  milk  and 
meat. 

Colonial  Africa  is  not  likely  to  expand  much  as  early  as  1 50-51. ,  ...in  the 
ambitious  projects  for  peanuts,  cotton,  etc. ....  .because  of  production  and  so- 
cial problems. 

Dodd  said  it  takes  a  boost  of  2  to  3^%  in  farm  output  each  year  to  feed 
the  extra  mouths  coming  along.    And  "FAO  has  no  evidence  that  this  order  of 
'expansion  is  being  programmed,"     He  stressed  the  need  for  Technical  Aid, 
"Point  4,''  type  of  activity  abroad. 

NO  ACUTE  COFFEE  SHORTAGE  IH  SIGHT 

USDA  says  supplies  of  coffee  in  sight  here  in  the  U.S.,  and  elsewhere, 
should  prevent  serious  shortages  in-  the  near  future..    The  present  pinch  is 
due  to' more  coffee  drinkers  here  (about  50%  more  consumed ' than  prev/ar)  and 
abroad,,  and  a  short  crop  in  Brazil. 


4-H  AMBASSADORS  RE  TURK  HOME 


Those  4-H  "ambassadors"  —  51  of  them  from  22  States  —  are  back  from 
their  4  months  In  Europe  under  the  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Program* 
Some  of  them  headed  straight  home  after  they  landed  in  New  York  the  last  of 
last  week,    A  few  care  by  hero  over  the  week-end  to  talk . with  some  of  the 
folks  here,  at  FAO,  at  EC A,  and  State. 

Federal  Extension  reports  that  a  number  of  States  will  put  on  these  young 
men  and  women  as  Extension  agents  at  large  for  the  next  few  months. .. .part- 
time,  or  full-time... .to  spread  the  influence  of  their  experience  to  large 
numbers  of  people.     Several  States  adopted  this  plan  successfully  last  year. 

If  you  haven*"!:  already  done  so,  you  may  want  to  get  in  touch  with  IFYE*s 
from  your  locality, ... or  check  on  their  plans  and  whereabouts  through  your 
Extension  Editor.    As  suggested  last  week,  reports  from  these  folks  might  tie 
in  well  with  the  International  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  (of  UK)  con- 
ference opening  here  Nov,  21. 

INSECTICIDE-FUNGICIDE  HEARINGS  COMING  UP 

A  good  deal  of  farmer  interest  is  centering  in  the  hearings. .. .opening 
here  in  Washington,  January  17.. ..on  tolerances  for  poisonous  or  delterious 
substances  on  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.     Food  and  Drug  Administration  of 
Federal  Security  Agency  is  holding  the  hearings.     It  asks  for  notification 
from  those  who  wish  to  present  testimony. 

The  State  Extension  entomologists  have  been  "filled  in"  on  the  points 
coming  up.    You  may  want  to  talk  to  them.    Vfc  also  plan  to  give  you  further 
background  on  the  hearings  in  the  RFD  Letter. 

BRANNAN  DISCUSSES  DAIRY  PROBLEM 

Secretary  Brannan  talked  with  the  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  in 
New  York  this  week  about  the  dropping  off  in  milk  consumption, .. .because  of 
consumers1  inability  to  pay  the  rising  cost  of  milk.    At  the  same  time,  he 
pointed  out  that  "farmers  now  get  about  l&fa  less  for  their  milk  at  wholesale 
than  3  years  ago.    And  dairy  products  will  buy  considerably  less  for  the 
dairyman  than  the  average  of  the  past  10  years.     "Yet  according  to  the  old 
parity  formula,  dairy  farmers  are  very  well  off." 

The  Secretary  added  that  "I  have  maintained. .. .that  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  to  keep  the  purchasing  power  of  dairy  farmers*  milk  at  a  high  level. 
Under  the  Administration* s  proposal,  we  urge  support  for  1950  at  a  level  of 
about  $4.10.     This  recommendation  was  made,  however,  in  connection  with  a 
method  of  support  other  than  Government  purchases  of  dairy  products.    We  now 
have  authority  for  a  somewhat  higher  support  level,  but  we  are  still  limited 
to  the  old  method  of  loans  and  purchase s .... (have)  accumulated  almost  100  mil- 
lion pounds  of  butter. ... (and)  have  a  tremendous  disposal  problem." 

Tfe*ll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Secretary* s  remarks. 
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FIXITY  FOR  NON-BASICS  UNDER  THE  NM  LEW 

You.  recall  that  the  new  Farm  Law  nodernizes  the  parity  formula  to  include 
farm  wages,  and  wartime  subsidies.    As  for  the  basic  commodities,  the  old  OR 
new  formula  may  apply  --  depending  on  which  gives  the  farmer  the  best  priced  ' 
But,  for  the  non-basics,  just  the  new  formula  applies        starting . Jan.  1,  1 50, 
of  course. 

Now,  just  one  qualification.     Under  the  new  formula,  the  parity  price 
canft  drop  more  than  5%  a  year. ...below  what  it  would  be  under  the  "old,"  or 
present,  formula.     The  price. ,. .representing' the  5%  drop..., is  called  a  trans- 
itional parity  price.,.,, or,  for  our  purposes,  let's  say  a  "stop-loss"  price. 

Here  are  examples  of  how  these  transitional  parity  prices  would  figure 
for  non-basic  commodities  on  the  basis  of  the  parity  index  of  Sept.  15,  '49: 

Parity  Price  l/ 
Under" AgrU  Act  of  <49 


Parity  Price 

Without; 

iVlth 

Commodity 

present  formula 

o%  "Stop-Loss" 

r-rff      (I  /n  1                  t  tt 

5%  "Stop-Loss" 

Hogs 

100  lb. 

§17,60 

$19.00 

lb. 

One 
9c  lb 

.  c'dl 

TP  rr  rr  o 

iggs 

doz  . 

,  0c\j 

a  c;o 

AO/1 

Turkeys 

lb. 

.348 

.  365 

Oats 

bu. 

.966 

.829 

.918 

Barley 

bu. 

1.50 

1.22 

1.42 

Rye 

bu. 

1.74 

1,  55 

1.65 

Grain  Sorghums 

100  lb. 

2.93 

2.43 

2.78 

F3a  xseed 

bu  , 

4.09 

4.31 

Soybeans 

bu. 

2/  2.32 

2.55 

Beans,  dry 

100  lb. 

8.16 

8.49 

Peas,  dry 

100  lb. 

2/  5.08 

5.61 

Beef  cattle 

100  lb. 

13.10 

17.00 

laife 

100  lb. 

5.87 

4.41 

Butte rf at 

lb. 

.639 

.704 

Wool 

lb. 

.443 

.502 

Mohair 

lb. 

.666 

.666 

Tung  nuts 

Ton 

101.00 

Honey,  wholesale 

Extracted 

lb. 

.174 

.170 

Comb 

lb. 

.308 

.293 

.293 

Potatoe  s 

bu. 

1.77 

1.61 

1.68 

\/  Preliminary  estimates. 
2/  Comparable  prices. 


COTTON  PRODUCTION' FORECAST  UP 

This  week's  forecast  on  the  *49  cotton  crop  is  15,524,000  bales, ...up 
78,000  bales  over  Oct.  l....tho  largest  crop  since  ,37,,..and  the  seventii lar- 
gest on  record. 
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HEW"  HOUSING  LOAN  PROGRAM  GETS  UNDER  WAY 

The  new  housing  program  authorized  "by  the  recently-adjourned  Congress  is 
getting  under  way. 

Next  week  (Thursday  the  17th)  the  first  loan  under  the  new  program  is  to 
be  made  to  Vaughn  Jones,  a -World -War  II  veteran  of  Jackson  County,  Ala,  Other 
States  will  follow  soon.    You  can  get  from  your  State  Director  of  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  the  probable  date 'for  launching  loans  in  your  locality. 

By  way  of  quick 'reminder,  the  loans  are  limited  to  farm  owners  who  can*t 
get  credit  elsewhere*    A' tenant  can!t  get  a  loan,  but  a  landlord  may  borrow 
to  build" or ■ improve  tenant  housing.    The  loans  are  for  5«to  33  years,  at  4$ 
interest; 


ITS  DA  OFFICIAL- TRAVEL-  • 

Sacramento  --  Nov,  19  --  Socy,Chas.  F.  Brannan,  National  Grange, 

Lincoln       ITov,  16  —  O.V.  Wells,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
Farm  and  Home  Week  at  University  of  Nebraska, 

Mace ienny  (near  Jacksonville),  Fla,        Nov,  17-19  —  Frank  Teuton,  Informs.  - 
tion  Division,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  &  Industrial  Chemistry,  Baker  Oounty 
Pine  Festival,     Contact:     Hotel  Blanche,  Lake  City, 

Greybull,  Wyo,  —  Nov,  15  —  Hugh  H,  Bennett,  Chief,  Soil  Conservation  Service, 
annual  meeting  of  Soil  Conservation  District  Supervisors, 

Lewi st on,  Idaho  --  Nov,  17-19  —  Bennett,  annual  meeting  of  Soil  Conservation 
District  Supervisors,  • 


-   -  -  •  ■  THE  EGGS  AND  POULTRY-  YOU  EAT 

If  you* re  average  urbanites,  your  f audi 2/"  spent  8/  of  each  food  dollar 
for  eggs  and  poultry,,,, in  the  spring  of  *48,..,with  4,4/  of  the  dollar  for 
■eggs,,,,and  3,7/  for  chicken. 

So  says  the  latest  of  the  Commodity  Summaries,  "Eggs  and  Poultry  in  Oity 
Diets,"  prepared  by  USDA's  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics, 

Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  urban  families  averaged  an  egg  a  day  a  per- 
son,,,,and  about  a  half  pound  of  poultry  a  person, ,,, in  a  week.    The  report 
also  points  out  that  egg  consumption  goes 'up  with  income, .while  middle  class 
income  groups  eat  the  least  fresh  chicken, 

REPORT  PICTURES  GRAIN  CONSUMPTION 

City" folks  were  eating  about  as  much  grain  products  in  the  spring  of  f48 
ras  of  *42,,.,but  were  using  about  5  times  as  much  enriched  flour, .., and  8  times 
as  much  prepared  flour  mixes,     (Commodity  Summary  No,  3) 


WEAN'S  "IOWA  RADI 0  AUDIENCE  SURVEY"  GOES  RURAL 


The  annual  Forest  Whan  "Iowa  Radio  Audience  Survey"  (for  '49)  blossoms 
out  this  year  with  various  farm  angles.    From  a  quick  glance  through  the  75- 
page  report  that  just  hit  the  desk,  we  give  you  a  few  farm  highlights. 

Percentage  of  farm  homes  with  sets. . . . . .98.6% 

Number  of  sets  per  farm  home.,, .one  set,  58,8%;  2  sets,  32,6%;  3  sets,  6,8%; 
4  or  more,  1,8%, 

Radio  sots  are  located  in  --  living  room,  54.2%;  kitchen,  43,7%; 
bedrooms,  15,2%; ' dining  room,  26,6%;  move  the  radio  about,  2,2%; 
rooms  (combined),  2,1%;  location  of  some  set  not  given,  0,5%, 

Other  radios  owned  by' Iowa  farm  families:    Automobile-  radios  --  car  owners 
having  radios  in  cars,  50,1%, ,,,, .Truck  radios  —  7,8%  of  truck  owners,,,,. 
Tractor  radios  —  0,3%  of  tractor  owner s, «,,, Barn  radios  --  12,5%  of  barn 
owners, , , , , Radios  capable  of  receiving  FM  —  6,8%  of  radio  owners. 

Families  with  some  members  regularly  using  non-auto  sets  outside  the  home  — 
13,3%, 

Dailyuse  of  automobiles  equipped  with  radios        Farm  women,  63,3%;  farm  men, 
76.3%, 

Daily  use  of  automobile  radios  by  those  riding        Farm  women,  49.5%;  farm 
men,  57.5%, 

Size  of  habitual  audience  for  farm  news  and  markets:  Urban  — women,  23,2% 
and  men,  31,4%, .,, Village  —  women,  45,4%  and  men,-  55,0%, ,,,, Farm  —  women, 
91.4%  and  men,  95.2%. 

Do  you  (farmers  with  radios  in  barns)  find  the  use  of  radio  in  the  barn  helps 
with  milking:    Women,  Yes,  58.8%;  No,  8,3%;  Don't  know,  30,9%.  .  ,,Men,  Yes, 
70.4%;  No,  8,4%;  Don*t  know,  19,5%. 

Do  you  (farmers  vdth  radios,  in  barns)  find  you  get"  more  milk  when  using  radio 
at  milking  time:    Women,  Yes,  17.3%;  No,'22,S%;  Don?t  know,  57. 8%,V. , .Men, 
Yes,  16.5%;  No,  32.4%;  Don»t  know,  49.4%. 

The  report  also  covers  the  relative  popularity  of  various  stations  and 
farm  programs,  and  other  data. 

NOV.  19  FARM-HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST:  1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds;  2)  "How  the  New  Farm  Housing  Program  Operates,"  Ass't  Secre- 
tary Hutchinson,  and  FHA  Administrator  Lasseter  from  Washington. 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST:  1)  "USDA  Headlines," 

Ken  Gapen;  2)  "Story  of  Latvian  Displaced  Persons1  Family"  — •  with  fami- 
ly now  farming  near  Fennville,  Mich.    Originating  from  Chicago  stuio. 


bedroom  or 
all  other 


AMONG  OURSELVES 

NARFD  Program  for  Chicago 

The  RFD's  open  up  in  Chicago  Saturday  morning,  Nov.  26  in  the  Stevens1 
suite  of  NARFD  Prexy  Wallace  Kadderly,  and  WGN*s  Hal  Totten.  From  there  on 
out  the  tentative  program  carries  a  packed  schedule. 

Some  of  the  more  serious  "talk"  sessions  Saturday  include: 

"Practical  RFD  Television"  —  with  Chairman  Mai  Hansen  of  WOT;  Bill  Given: 
WGY;  Layne  Beaty,  WBAP;  Tom  Page,  WNBC ;  and  US DA  representative. 

"Reception"  —  CitizensT  Committee  for  the  Hoover  Report.  • 

"Farm  Programs  for  Advertisers"  — with  Maurice  B.  Mitchell,  Director, 
Broadcast  Advertising  Bureau. 

Following  NARFD  business  and  committee  reports  Sunday  morning,  the  RFD's 
will  take  up  in  the  afternoon: 

"Selling  Farm  Programs"  —  with  Chairman  Roy  Battles  of  WLW;  Joseph 
Bumgarner,  Agricultural  Account  Executive;  E»H«  Brown,  Advertising  Agency; 
Lev/  Van  Nostrom,  Sales  Manager,  WMT;  Leo  Alsen,  DeKalb  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion; and  WCCO  representative. 

.  "Servicing  the  Farm  Program' and  Keeping  it  Sold"  —  with  Chairman  Ohuck 
Worcester,  of  WMT;  John  C.  Drake,  WLS;  William  Wei sman,  WOT;  Frank.  Jeter, 
WPTF  (N.C.  Ext  ension  Editor);  and  Bert  Gittins,  Advertising  Agency. 

The  NARFD  newsletter  will  carry  further  details  of  the  schedule,  includ- 
ing various  dinners,  etc. 

4-H  Congress 

Joe ' Tonkin,  Chairman  of  the  Radio  and  Television  Committee  .at  .4-H  Con- 
gress, tells  us  that  plans  are  complete  to  have  the  three  recording  rooms  in 
the  Stevens,  complete  with  tape  recorders  available  for  RFD's  again  this  year. 
Joe  will  have  reservation  charts  ready  for  you  to  sign  up  for  the  day  and  hour 
you  want  to  record.    There  will  be  a  recording  chairman  from  the  Radio  Com- 
mittee on  hand  to  keep  traffic  moving  as  smoothly  as  possible. 

* 

Please  contact  your  State  4-H  leader,  or  Extension  Editor,  before  you 
come  to  Chicago  if  you  plan  to  make  recordings,  or  use  delegates  on  direct 
wire  programs. 

Sam  Reck,  Extension  Editor  from  New  Jersey,  will  be  in  charge  of  tele- 
vision.   He*  11  have  two  assistants. 

Be  sure  to  register  at  the  Radio  and  Press  desk  when  you  arrive.  There 
will  be  a  radio  desk  in  the  general  information  center  in  the  basement  of  the 
hotel  throughout  the  Congress. 


AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


4-H  Congress  (Cont'd) 

WJR  Recording  Bus  Available  Again  —  Marshall  Wells,  RFD  at  WJR,  Detroit, 
phoned  this  week  that  the  WJR  recording  bus  will  again  be  put  at  the  disposal 
of  RFDTs  and  Extension  Editors  at  4-H  Congress.     The  bus  will  be  parked  in  the 
parking  lot  across  Eighth  Street  from  the  hotel.     See  Marshall,  or  a  member 
of  the  Radio  Committee. 

Direct  Lines  —  Each  year  a  number  of  RFD's  do  shows  from  Chicago  by 
direct  wire.     Larry  Haeg,  RED  at  WCCO,  Minneapolis  has  already  indicated  that 
he  plans  a  daily  feed  (sic)  to  his  station  from  the  Stevens.     Joe  would  ap- 
preciate hearing  from  others  who  plan  a  similar  service. 

Voice  of  America  to  Cover  Congress —  Hank  Miller,  Farm  Director  for  the 
New  York  office  of  the  Voice  of  America,  will  install  his  own  equipment  in 
the  Stevens  and  cover  the  events  of  4-H  Congress  for  broadcast  overseas. 


Georgia  Extension  reports ^to  Federal  Extension  a  plan  for  taking  silent 
film  of  special  agricultural  events.... to  be  developed  and  used  the  same  day 
over  WSB-TV  Atlanta. .. .with  description  from  a  live  microphone.    As  the "film 
goes  on  the  air,  an  air  check  (or  platter)  is  cut  of  the  description. .and 
later  dubbed  back  onto  the  film  sound  track  for  use  as  a  "talkie"  film  in  the 
counti  es.  . . .  .Dick  Cech  recently  started  "working  directly  under  "'Dutch* 
Elder  (Iowa  Extension)  and  very  shortly  will  be  getting  into  farm  radio  work 
on  AM  and  FM  as  Dale  Williams*  assistant."    Dick  formerly  was  with  WKRC  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  State  Extension,  and  KSAC  in  Kansas. 

Office  Personals 

Ken  Gapen,  Maynard  Speece,  and  Tom  Noone  are  at  Ohio  State  in  Col  unions 
this  week. .working  with  Maury  White,  the  visuals  people,  and  others  on  a  TV 
training  school.     They1 11  be  back  in  the  office  next  week. 

Oh  yes  —  and  about  that  little  confusion  of  last  week  over  WGY's  23rd(?) 
anniversary.  It  seems  to  trace  to  a  switch  this  year  from  the  Japanese  system 
whereby  you're  a  year  old  at  birth  to  the  Occidental  system. 


P.S,    The  House  Agriculture  Committee  will  make  2-day  studies  of  markets  at 
Chicago  starting  Nov.  14. . .Minneapoli s-St.Paul,  16. ..Kansas  City  18, ..New 
Orleans,  21, 


Briefs 


Cordially, 


Dana  D.  Reynolds 

Actg,  Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 
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FAO-ITO  FROGRZSS  REPORT 

As  we  go  to  press,  this  is  the  latest  on  the  progress  of  the  two  UN-  agencies 
meeting  in  London  and  Washington,  respectively,  which  are  concerned  with  plans  to 
deal  with  post— war  problems  of  agriculture* 

The  International  Trade  Organization  Preparatory  Commission...  s  expected  to 
wind  up  its  session  in  London  Nov.  2he     It  will  then  refer  the  results  of  its 
session  to  various  countries,  preparatory  to  a  general  meeting  on  trade  organiza- 
tion. 

Meanwhile,  it  looks  as  if  the  2  committees  of  the  FAO  preparatory  commission 
meeting  here  in  Washington  will  "be  "busy  for  some  weeks. 

There  is  some  overlapping  in  proposals  considered  at  the  two  sessions  for 
stabilizing  prices* 

ANDERSON  AT  GRANGE  SESSION. 


Secretaty  Anderson  addressed  the  National  Grange  at  Portland,  Nov.  15,  on 
relationships  of  farm  organizations  and  Government.  We're  enclosing  a  copy  of 
his  address.     You  might  note  in  particular  pp.  h  and  5* 

SCS  FRQM  ZIFF 

Bill  Zipf  wires  that  RFD's  not  requesting  soon  the  coverage  they  want  from  the 
h— H  Congress  at  Chicago  may  get  stuck.  (See  p.  5~6  our  RED  Letter  for  Oct.  25.) 
Bill1 s  receiving  orders  for  recordings  up  to  Nov.  25  at  Columbus.    After  that  ' 
you'll  reach  him  at  the  Stevens  Hotel  in  Chicago.     Better  contact  him  quick. 


STATE  GCAL5  gOMDjg  UP 

A  State— by-State  break-down  of  recommended  farm  production  goals  for  '47  is 
going  out  today  (the  15th)  for  consideration  by  State  US7DA  Councils* 

The  Councils  are  requested  to  report  back  to  XJSDA  by  Dec  6  such  suggestions 
as  they  haxre  .  If  a  State  accepts  its  recommended  goal,  or  something  close  to  it, 
it  can  go  ahead  and  announce  the  State  goal  right  away. 

BACICGROUNT  017  f47  XALS 

Back  of  another  year  of  -  on  production  called  for  in  !47  are  four  main  • 
factors: 

The  strong  domestic  demand,  stimulated  by  high  industrial 'employment  to 
'catch  up  with  the  backlog  of  demand  for  industry's  products. 

Many 'foreign  countries  still  are  critically  short  of  food  and  other  farm 

Need  to  build  up  reserve  "supplies  of  many  commodities  depleted  during  the 

war  ana  famine  emergencies. 

Allowance  for  less  favorable  growing  weather .  .and  lower  yields. .  .than 

during  past  several  years. 

"Top  production,"  of  course,  does  n pt  imply  unlimited  demand  for  all  farm 
commodities.    By  exceeding  goals,  especially  for  potatoes, .peanuts,  and  burley 
tobacco,  farmers  could  easily  over-produce  and  bring  on  serious  difficulties. 
Farmers  are  asked  to  keep  within  goals  on  such  products,  to  help  make  most  ' 
effective  the  Government's  price  support  commitments* 

POSSIBLE  CROP  ADJTJ5T7.7H7TO 

The  goals  for  several  eoiaacd it ie s . . .  set  in  the  light  of  needs  for  foods  and 
other  products. . .result  in  rather  intense  competition  for  use  of  land  in  some 
areas.    The  suggested  acreage  of  cropland  in  the  We  stern  Corn  Belt  and  Northern 
Great  Plains  is  especially  high. 

USPA  is  asking  the  State  councils  to  recommend  revisions  in  goals  if  the 
goals  would  likely  result  in  really  dangerous  ieparture  from. good  land  use.  The 
suggested  expansion  in  acreage  of  cot t cn ,  flaxseed,  ans  soybeans  is  to  be  care- 
fully weighed  as  to  land-use  requirements  and  competition  for  land  by  other  needed 
crops;  for  example,  consideration  will  bo  given  to  relationships  of  cotton  and 
grain  sorghums,  mh^at  and  flaxseed ,  etc.  In  view  of  the  large  plantings  of  winter 
wheat  ...and  its  excellent  condition* . .the  goals  for  planting  of  spring  wheat 
may  be  adjusted  if  conditions  warrant*    It  may  not  be  possible  to  achieve  the 
flaxseed  goal  unless  plantings  of  spring  wheat  are  below  the  goals  announced.  The 
need  for  flaxseed  would  indicate  that  some  shift  is  desirable. 

In  view  of  the  big  acreage  of  soil-depleting  crops  called  for,  conservation 
practices  are  especially  important  to  ease  the  stroin  on -the  soil. 
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SIDELIGHTS  Oil  GOALS 

The  following  are  sidelights  on  a  few  of  the  nore  important  production 
goals  for  '47: 

Feed  Grains.    The  recommended  '47  goal  for  feed  grains. — corn,  oats,  barley,  . 

sorghums  for  grain  totals  158  million  acres. ..This  acreage  is  expected  to 

produce  115.3  million  tons  of  grain  which  would  meet  expected  requirements, 
including  exports,  in  the  '47-4S  feeding  season. 

Corn.    The  recommended  goal  for  corn  is  92.25  million  acres. . ,99$  of  the  '46 
indicated 'acreage .    Corn  Belt  States  recognize  that  soils  have  been  cropped  _ 
heavily  since  1940,  and  many • suggest  somewhat  smaller  acreages  of  corn  for  '47. 
Outside  the  North  Central  States,  farmers  want  to  grew  larger  acreages  of  fee d 
grains  to  be  less  dependent ' upon  shipped-in  feed. 

Oat s -Barley-Sorghum.    Recommended  goal  for  oats  is  93$  of  '45  indicated  acreage... 
barley  118$ . . . sorghums  other  than  for  syrup  15  million  acres,  of  which  7.5. 
million  acres  should  be  for  harvest  as  grain,  128$  of  '46  acreage.    In  "Wise, 
Minn.,  and  the  Dakotas,   some  shift  from  oats  to  barley  production  is  suggested. 

Flaxseed.    The  suggested  goal  is  5  million  acres. . .89$  above  '46  indicated  acreage 
...and  117%  above  T 37-41  average.     Increase  due  to  demand  for  drying  oil  land 
uncertainties  as  to  imports  from  Argent ina . 

Soybeans .    Demand  for  edible  fats  and  Dils  calls  for  another  large  production  of 
soybeans  for  beans . • .with  suggested  goal  of  11,300,000  acres. .  P19%  above  f46 
indicated  acreage .. .and  174%  above  '37-41  average. 

Peanuts.    The  suggested  goal  of  2,750,000  acres.  ...with  5-year  average  yields.., 
should  meet  requirements.    This  is  13%  below  r46  indicated  acreage  but  51%  above 
'37-41  average . 

Cotton.    The  suggested  goal  for  cotton  of  23  million  acres  is  26%  above  f46 
indicated;  acreage ,  but  13$  below  '37-41  average. 

Sweet potatoes.    The  goal  Is  799,000  acres. . .115?  above  T46  indicated  acreage... 
and  4%  above  '41-45  average,. 

Beef  Cattle.    Proposed  slaughter  goal  for  cattle  and  calves  is  34.5  million... 
compared  with  estimated  '46  slaughter  of  32  million.    Expect  beef  cattle  numbers 
to  be  about  43  million  head  at  end  of  this  year. . .and  total  cattle  and  calf 
numbers  about  80  million.     Increased  slaughter  recommended  both  to  furnish  needed 
meat  when'  market  strong. . .and  to  bring  about  desirable  adjustment  in  beef  cattle 
industry. 

Dairy,    Goal  of  12  3    ill ion    lbs.   of  milk  suggested...  as  maximum  attainable 
product  ion. .. in  face  of  estimated  requirements  of  127.3  billion  lbs.  on  milk 
equivalent  basis.    Several  actions  suggested  for  consideration  in  meeting  dairy 
goal. 

Dry  Beans  and  Rice.  Needs  greater  than  nation's  ability  to  produce.. 
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SOIL  COITSLR7ATICN  DISTRICT  STCRSS  "  "  ' 

The  Soil  Conservat ion  Districts  in  your  territory  are  now  holding  annual 
meetings. . .report ing  on  accomplishments  this  year .. .making  plans  for  the  coming 
year.    They' 11 'provide  good  stories  for  the  next  few  months. 

Status  of  D istrict s 

The  latest  statistics  on  districts  are  about  1700  soil  conservation  districts,  * 

some  in  every  State.*  Five  States— Ala.,  S.  C-. ,  N.  H . ,  Del.,  R.I .  are 

completely  covered  with  districts. . .about  25  are.  more  than  half  covered. . .more 
than  two -thirds  of  the  farms  in  the  U.  S.  are  covered. 

USDA  estimates  that  2600  districts  would  cover. S7-99$  of  the  agricultural 
land  in  the  U.  S.  (not  including  Federally-owned.)    About  15-20  new  districts 

are  being  added  a  month  by  votes  of  farmers  understate  laws"  with  estimates  of 

5-7  years  required  for  local  people  to  completely  "district"  U..  S.  farm  land. 

The  sections  especially  in  need  of  more  districts  are  the  West,  Mid-West a 
and  •  the  Tennesse  .  River  wat  :.To..:  d. 

Even  in  the  districts  already  organized,  of  course,  there  is  still  a  ... 
tremendous  job  to  extend  soil-saving  farming  to  all  the  acreage  within  the 
district . 

Some  Zducat  ional  Tabs 

.There  are  two  or  three  points  of  particular  interest  in  the  over-all 
educational  job  on  soil  conservation  districts: 

1.  Use  Land  According  to  Ability,  "with  the  v:ar  over,  there's  increasing  emphasis 
on  using- every  acre  according  to  its  best  use. ..and  of  figuring  out  this  use 
before  putting  work  or  money,  into  say,  a  terrace  in  a  cornfield  that  should  be 
in  pasture. 

2.  Tie  in  Local  Agencies.  The  districts  need  the  help  of  schools,  business  and 
professional  groups,  churches,  and  various  public-  and  private  agencies  on  the 
educational  and  conservation  job.    The  people  in  the  districts  are  doing  more  of 
the  .conservation  job  themselves,  with  less  outside  help.    You  may  have  good 
stories  along  this  line  from  iistricts  in  your  area. 

Trends  in  Conservation 

Along  with  your  farmer  "success"  stories  on  conservation  practices,  tied  in 
with  local  recommended  practices,  you  might  be  on  the  lock-out  for  these  trends  

 Drainage:     G-rowing' recognition  that,  in' many  places,  drainage  is  first 

step  in  conservation.     If  water  not  drained  off,  may  net  be  able  to- use  fertilizer, 
proper  crop  rotations,  g^nd  other  conservation  practices.    Land  not  formerly 
drained  may  need  drainage .. .and  drained  land  may  need  more  drainage.  Indiscrim- 
inate drainage  of  land  not  suited  to  agriculture  but  valuable  for  wild  life  is 
not  advocated. 

 Irrigation  (For  the  "Jest.)     Seme  formers  finding  how  to  prepare  land  and 

distribute  irrigation  water  with  great  saving  in  water... much  less  erosion... 
'  ,  (continued  on  next  page.) 


Soil  Conservation  District  Sf cries  (continued  from  page  4 •) 

lower  costs .. .higher  yields. 

Both  technical  men  and  farmers  may  have  stories  to  tell -on  drainage  and 
irrigation, 

 More'  efficient  practices:    The  trend  is  ever  toward  mere  efficient,  even 

less  expensive  conservation  methods  cropping  and  similar  practices  where  they  • 

are  fully  effective  structures  w  .ere  needed.    For  example,  in  C-reat  Plains  and 

Pacific  Northwest,   stubble  mulching  coming  into  general  use  for  wind  and  water 
control — water-conserving  terraces  and  diversions  also  used,  effectively.    And  Maine 
potato  farmers  are  learning  hew  to  use  specially  adapted  potato  equipment  on  the 
contour.    Research  carried  on  constantly  by  Soil  Conservation  Service  in  coopera- 
tion with  State  Experiment  Stations  and  others. 

Conservation  Equipment . 

The  Conservation  engineers  are  working  with  manufacturers  on  new  equipment, 
and  adaptations  of  old  equipment,  for  such  work  as  terracing. . .which  may  afford 
basis  for  stories.    Meanwhile ,  a  point  or  so  about  dirt-moving  operations  

 Farmers  Do  Own  Work:    The  tendency  is- to  encourage  farmers  to  do  as  much 

of  own  terracing,  etc.,  as  possible.    A  farmer  with  a  tractor  may  use,  for  example, 
a  blade  grader.    Or,  a  farmer  with  two  mules  or  horse,'  may  use  a  slip  scraper,  or 
an  old-fashioned  V-drag. 

 Trained  Operators:    Where  farmer  needs  outside  help,  Missouri  (in  particu- 
lar), Iowa,  and  other  States  have  been  giving  special -training  to  equipment; -owne-rs- 
operators  who  do  work  on  contract  basis.    Conservation  technicians  do. the  planning 
and  supervise  application  of  practices  when  requested  by  Soil  conservation 
districts. 

The  Radio  Job. 

The  foregoing  offers  a  little  background  for  you  as  you  go  to  soil  conserva- 
tion district  people,  to  leaders  in  areas  thinking  of  forming  districts. . .and  to 
local,  State,  and  regional  Soil  Conservation  Service  men  and  other  agencies. . .for 
local  radio  material. 

ANDERSON  ON  DAIRY  FUTURE 

In  talking  to  the  National  Cooperative  Milk  Producers  at  3+..  Louis,  Nov.  13, 
Secretary  Anderson  said  that: 

"...During  the  war,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  we  began  to  "export  sub- 
stantial quantities  of  dairy  products... I  icn't  see  why  we  should  not  look  forward 
to  the  possibility  of  retaining  some  foreign  markets... 

"Now  as  to  prices.     I  think  we  can  begin  by  frankly  admitting  that  the  prices 
of  some  dairy  products  cannot  be  expected  to  stay  where  they  are.    That  situation 
is  already  beginning  to  correct  itself  and  I  think  we'll  all  agree  that  this  is 
to  the  long-range  best  interests  of  dairymen  as  well  as  the  consumers." 


BAS  SITUATION  BRIEFS 

National  Food  Situation 

Food  supplies  will  be  relatively  large  during  the  next  f  ew  months. .  .'with 
the  main  'exceptions  being  sugar,  fats  and  their  products.    The  situation  in 
brief  is: 

Somewhat  less — -chicken,  eggs,  cutter  and  other  fats,  dried  prunes,  and 

raisins,  and  sales  of  milk  for  fluid  use... during  the 'next 
few  months  than  in  latter  part  of  '45. 

Larger  amounts  of  cheese, 'evaporated  milk,  canned  and  frozen  fruit,  apples, 

citrus  fa  its,  cranberries,  grapes,  canned  and  frozen 
vegetables,  potatoes,  dried  milk,  corn  :food  products-,--  "  r:i 
canned  fish.  .  . 

About  same  '■ — of  other  .foods  as  in  latter  part  of  '45. 

By  Commodities 


The  situation  for  various  important  feeds  is: 

Meat . . .Total  supplies  this  winter  will  be  about  as  large  as  "last  winter.  But 
civilians  may  average  a  "little  less,  because  stocks  are  very  low... and  require- 
ments for  armed  forces  must  be  met  cut  of  current  production.    Prospe cts  f or 
individual  meats  are  

 Beef:      Supplies  will  be  large  this  winter... and  production  expected  to 

run  ahead  of  last  year  for  rest  of  '1-6.    Production  likely  to 
continue  large  through  winter  and  spring. . . since  present  prices 
of  fed  cattle  and  large  supplies  of  corn  are  expected  to  increase 
short-term  cattle  feeding.  '  ' 

---Pork:      More  plentiful  than  in  recent  months. . .although  less  so  than  beef. 

Pork  production  expected  to  run  ahead  of  last  year  for  rest  of 
'4.6.    Production  also  will  be  large  through  M.urch  as  rest  of  '46 
spring  pigs  come  to  market.    But  more -than- seasonal  reduction  in 
prospect  for  spring  and  summer  because  of  sharp  drop  in  '46  fall 
*      "*         "        pig  crop.  y 

Da  try  Pi- o due t  s . . . Ab out  normal  a-  ocks  of  some  product s. . .below  normal  stocks  «f 
others,  especially  butter.  For  '46,  U.  S.  will  average  (per  person)  about  430 
lbs.  of  fluid  milk  and  cream. .. compared  with" 433  in  '45... and  340  for  '35-39. 

Fat s  and  Oils.. .Next  2  or  3  months,  civilians  may  use  moderately  less  food  fats 
than  year  ago... with  

 Butter:      Supplies  probably  smaller... in  spite  of  slightly  higher  creamer; 

butter  output.    Both  military  and  civilian  stocks  so  small  that 
current  consumption  cannot  be  increased  by  withdrawals  from 
stocks  as  happened  last  year. 

(continued  on  next  page.) 


6AE  Situation  Report  (continued  from  page  6  .) 


 Ls.rd;      Supplies  nay  be  about  same  this  foil  as  late  r45.    Exports  cf  larc 

in  Oct. -Dec.  probably  will  not  be  as  large  as  for  same  period 
last  year.    But  Oct.  1  stocks  were  only  about  half  as  large  this 
year  as  last. 


ITSLA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 


!an  Francisco 


Detroit 


Dec.  9-11     Under-Sec fy.  Dodd       Annual  Meeting  Farm, 

Bur.  Fed. 


Nov.  19  G-.  F,  Geissler, 

Mgr.  Fed. Crop  Ins. 


1948  Wheat  Crop  Insur- 
ance program 


College  Station,  Texas 
Stillwater,  Okla. 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Baton  Rouge ,  La. 
Jackson,  Miss. 
Auburn,  Ala. 
Athens,  Ga. 


Nov.  18 

:tdv.  19 

Nov.  20 

Nov.  21 

Nov.  22 

Nov,  25 

Nov.  2  7 


•J.  3.  Daniels,  Fed, 

Crop  Insurance 
n  it  m 


1947  Cotton  Crcp  Insur- 
ance Sales  Program 


Atlanta 


Nov.  18-20 


D3  B.  Lasseter,  Ad- 
ministrator, Farmers 
Home  Administration 


Informal  meeting  with 
State  officials 


POTATOES  AT  INFINITUM 


This  reversion  to  high  school  Latin  days  is  prompted  by  this  week's  BAE 
Crop  Report .. .nearly  7  million  bus.  more  potatoes  (as  of  Nov.  l)   than  estimated 
for  Oct.  1. . .exceeding  the  previous  all-time  record  in  T45  by  13  million  bu. 

Thus,  we  have  100  million  bu.  more  than  expected. 

The  acreage  planted  was  only  if  above  goals.    If  farmers  had  met  their  goals 
State  by  State  weTd  have  fewer  surplus  spuds.    But  higher-yielding  areas  increased 
acreage,  more  than  offsetting  reductions  in  lower-yielding  areas.    Other  factors 
were  good  growing  weather,  the  effect  of  DDT  on  insects,  etc. 

As  we've  pointed  out  previously,  there  isn't  enough  storage  to  take  care  of 
the  crop.    Hence,  the  supplications  to  eat  potatoes. . .store  as  many  as  possible 
at  home... and  feed  to  livestock, 

USDA  has  bought  40  million  bu.  since  May. .  .most  of  them  going  into  beverage 
alcohol  and  starch.    The  loan  program  was  launched  in  Sept.,  but  the  catch  is 
shortage  of  storage. 
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AMONG  (.■I251LV25  •   

WGYfs  Listener  Survey 

As  a  fbilow-up  to  its  survey  on  the  amount  of  listening  to  its  Farm  Paper  of 

the  Air,  WGY  (Schenectady  Bob  Child s)   sent  a  questionnaire  to  1500  listeners 

asking  for  comments  on  the  program.     It  got  returns  from  about  one  fourth  (415), 

Of  those  farmers  replying:  ' 

 More  listen  on  Wednesday,  Monday,  Friday. 

 Fewer  listen  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday. 

As  "to  time  of  broadcast,  95';  put  12:30  p3n.  as  a  must , .  .rather  than  some 
other  time  of  day. 

For  market  reports,  60$  of  those  formers  listen 'regularly  to  the  market 
reports  at  12:50  p.m. . . •with  89$  voting  against  any  change  in  time. 

The  listeners'  opinions  of  the  subject  matter  that  WGY  presents' in  its 
Farm  Paper  of  the  Air  were: 

Percentage' of  Audience  Want ing  ■ 

Here         Same  Lee© 


C4  36  0 

55  44  1 

55  44  1 

50  47  3 

47  51  2 

43  56  1 

34  65  •       "  1 

34  60  ...  6 

34  55  11 

28  63  9 

24  59  17 

24  74  2 

23  72  5 

19  •  74 

USDA  Official  Travel 

In  our  Nov.  1  RFD  Letter,  we  got  underway  with  a  somewhat  more  ambitious  plan 
than  hitherto  tried  to  give  yon  advance  announcement  of  the  itineraries  -of  a  few 
USDA  officials  and  foreign  visitors,  traveling  in  the  field.    Our  fingers  are 
still  somewhat  crossed  about  the 'idea.    We'd  welcome  your  entirely  candid  comments 
as  you  see  it  from  your  end. 

Incidentally,  we  skipped  last  week  for  no  better  reason  than  that  offices 
on  our  floor  were  being  reshuffled,  and  our    phones  were  out. 

Enclosure: 

Anderson's  Talk  on  Grange. 


Subject  Matter 

Research  under  way  on  new  methods 
"How  to  do  it" (improve  pasture,  cull  hens,  etc.) 
Rural  Church 

Economic  outlook( farming  adjustments  next  year) 
Farm  electrification 

Farming  operational  advice  ( June -October ) 
Weather  forecasts  (12:29  p.m.) 
Komemaking 

Hired  hand  exchange  (Feb. -May) 
Commending  the  farmer 
G-overnment  'regulations 
Bulletin  offers 

Wholesale  farm  produce  market  reports 
Milk  production  reports  (Mondays  only) 


hi' 


rva 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  8.  Department  of  Agriculture 

November  13,  194  9 

FAO  COEFERENC E-  •  OPENS  HERE  MONDAY 
Possibly  300  delegates  of  member  nations  of  the  International  Food  and 

«#  iv  ■  .  .  ;*--*i,  ■  / 

Agriculture  Organization  (of  United  Nations)  will  convene  here  in  Washington 
Monday..* . *  f or ' the  5th  annual  ?A0  conference.     The  session  is  expected  to  run 
about  2  weeks  ##r,  up  "to  about  Deo,'  7.     It's  headquartering  at  the  Shoreham 
Hotel, 

Secretary  Brannan  heads  the  U.S.  delegation, ., .with  Under  Secretary  Love- 
land,  our  Director  of  Information,  Keith  Blmebaiigh,  and  about  a  dozen  other 
USDA  officials. ...also  members..    The  full  delegation  has  not  been  announced 

yet, 

.See  p.  3  for  background  on  topics  on  agendugi*. r  *  » and  p.  3  for  notes  on 
radio  and  TV  coverage* 

USDA  ANNOUNCES  *50  POTATO  SUPPORT  PLAN 

'    USDA  announced  this  week  a  *  50  support  program  for  Irish  potatcos,e»* 
continuing  supports  at  60%  of  parity, ..* the  same  as  this  year.     It  dropped  the 
national  commercial  acreage  allotment  to  1,137,800  acres. 

You* 11  recall  the  Agricultural  Act  of  H9  says  Irish  potatoes  must  be 
supported  at  30  to  90%  of  parity*     The  60%  just  announced  will  bring  a  lower 
dollar  price  than  in  *49  because  of  the  new    parity  f ormub..    From  present 
data,  the   «50  support.mil  be  $1*60  a  cvrb*  or  about  96/  a  bushel, 

CCC  REPORTS  ON,  PRICE-  SUPPORT  OPERATIONS 

„   CCC  announced  today  that  it  had  $2,680,000,000  invested  in  price  support 
programs  as  of  Aug.-  31,  *49.,.*and  that  it  had  a  not  loss  of  $17,766,000  on 
its  program  during  the  current  fiscal  year  through  August . 

The  net  realized  loss  on  the  CCC  price-support  program  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30*  1 49  was  $254,000,000.     w .. 


AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 


This  week,  members  of  the  Associated  Poultry  and  Egg  Industry  (represent- 
ing 10  national  poultry  and  egg  associations)  met  here  to  discuss  recommenda- 
tions to  USDA  for  lover  level  of  supports  for  eggs  and  -  urkoys  in  '50  than  in 
'  49 . 

State  allotments  for  *50  crop  cotton  arc  expected  to  be  available  next 

week . 

Big  increase  expected  in  disappearance  of  corn  this  year. .. .probably  as 
much  as  5.2  billion  bushels ... .compared  with  less  than  2.9  billion  in  148-49. 
Most  of  increase  would  bo  in  livestock  feeding.    Experts  are  picking  up  through 
Army  shipments  to  Germany;  further  sales  will  help  reduce  stocks  in  export 
position. 

Through  Nov,  14,  purchases  of  Irish  potatoes  totaled  6,404,480  cwt..,, 
with  5,172,120  cwt.  of  that  amount  to  livestock  f eed, , . .9,81- y054  cwt.  to  direct 
distribution. 

Food  retailers,  restaurants,  hotels  continue  big  push  on  apple  s  as  import- 
ant phase  of  PMA  abundant  food  program. . .  .with  apples  probably  getting  more 
attention  this  fall  than  any  other  food.     Governors  of  Illinois  and  Michigan 
....and  mayors  of  such  cities  as  Chicago  and  San  Francis co. .. .hp. ve  issued  ap- 
ple proclamations. .,  ..IJSDA  purchases  through  Nov.  12  totaled  737,049  bushels. 

ORDERLY  HOG  MARKETINGS  STILL  IMPORTANT 

PMA  reports  that  hog  market  prices  dropped  further  this  week.... to  about 
o.ffsot  the  seasonal  drop  in  the  weekly  hog  support  guide.  The  margin  between 
the  guide  and  market  prices  may  nevt  b.e  any  wi-der  than  the  1S^  margin  last  week. 

Looking  ahead,  ?LA  sees  indications  that  the  price  may  strengthen  in  re- 
lation to  guides  the  latter  part  of  November  through  December. 

Heavy  slaughter  (under  Federal  inspection)  the  'past  3  months  has  used  up 
much  of  the  15%  increase  in  the  ,*49  spring  pig  crop.    The  first  2  weeks  of 
ITovembcr,  slaughter 'under  Federal  inspection  was  up  only  6%  over  the  same 
period  last  year. . .  .  ..Moreover ,  hog  marketings  in  12  major  markets.  .. .and  at 

several  important  interior  points. .were  up  30%  in  October  over  last  year. 
So  far  in  November,  the  increase  is  only  11%,     Nation-wide  slaughter  is  in* 
creasing  less  over  a  year  ago  than  market  receipts  in  the  Midwest.  November 
and  December  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  probably  will  be  up  only  5-10>o 
over  last  year. .. .judging  from  slaughter  the  first  2  weeks  in  November  and 

heavy  marketings  this  week.     But  hog  prices  recently  have  been  about  $6  a  hun- 
dred under  last  year  even  though  disposable  income  is  near  last  year!s  level 
....and  current  pork  output  is  not  much  above  last  year*.    PMA  urges  continued 

orderly  marketing  to  help  strengthen  prices  in  relation  to  the  support  guide. 


PROPOSALS  BEFORE -FAO  CONFERENCE 


"When  world  agricultural  leaders  go  into  session  here  Monday,.,, at  tho 
annual  FAO  conference .,. .they1 11  have  three  major  topics  on  their  schedule. 
Here  they  are  in  brief: 

International  Commodity  Clearing  House  —  This  is  FAO's  latest  proposal 
for  interim  steps  to  move  surplus  farm  products  to  parts  of  the  world  that 
are  short  of  food.    Briefly,  the  proposal  calls  for  yl  billion  capital  put  up 
by  member  Governments, ,, .with  the  U.S.  share  being  possibly  .'$400-500  million. 
The  board  would  engineer  sales  between  countries  either  at  reduced  prices  for 
hard  currency  (dollars)  or  at  regular  prices  for  the  currency  of  the  buying 
country.    For  example,  if  the  U.S.  had  a  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  surplus 
wheat,  it  might  turn  the  wheat  over  to  ICCH,  .,,with  the  "-wheat  sold  on  the  fore- 
going basi  s, ,  ...and  if  soft  currency  were  received  from  the  sale  of  the  wheat 
it  would  be  held  for  the  U.S.  by  ICCH  until  it  became  convertible. 

The  U.S.  Government  has  weighed  this  proposal  in  terms  of  its  possible 
relationship  to  normal  trade, ., .private  trading. .. ,re turn  of  the  world  to  a 
free  trading  system, ,, .etc.     The  U.S.  official  position  will  be  made  known 
next  week. 

Technical  Assistance  --  For  the  long  pull,  the  U.S.  Government  feels  that 
the  real  solution  to  food  shortages  in  places  such  as  Southeastern  Asia  is  more 
efficient  local  production;  U.S.  exportable  surpluses  are  only  a  drop  in  the 
bucket,  even  if  ways  could  be  found  to  finance  shipments  to  such  countries. 
Our  officials  point  out  that  world  food  production  is  about  back  to  prewar, 
but  75%  of  the  people  in  the  world  are  eating  less  well  than  before  the  war 
... .partly  because  of  population  increases. 

Technical  aid  is  being  given  various  foreign  countries  through  FAO.,,, 
USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. ,. .ECA,  etc.    Further  exten- 
sion of  technical  aid  will  be  given  a  thorough  going  over  at  the  FAO  confer- 
ence.    The  U.S.  proposal  calls  for  a  great    expansion  of  UN's  work  in  Tech- 
nical Assistance  through  FAO. 

Permanent  Site  of  FAO  —  FAO  has  been  headquartered  here  in  Washington 
to  date*-*.. while  the  rest  of  United  Nations  is  up  in  New  York.     The  conference 
will  weigh  U.S.  proposals  to  locate  the  permanent  headquarters  here  in  the  U.S. 
(2  or  5  possible  sites  near  Washington,  at  UN  headquarters,'  e*tc . ) . . .  .and  of- 
fers from  Rome,  Copenhagen,  and  Geneva, 

NOV.  26  FARM- HOME  NETWORK  PROGRAMS 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.,  EST :     1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming," 
Dana  Reynolds;  2)  4-H  feature  from  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  1:00-1:30  p.m.,  EST:     1)  "USDA  Headlines," 
Ken  Gapen;  2)  4-H  feature  from  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

EGG  PRODUCTION  SETS  RECORD 

BAE  reports  a  record  rate  of  lay  and  the  largest  Oct,  egg  production  of 
all  time. 
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BACKGROUND  ON  FOOT -AND -MOUTH  CONTROL 

We  had  the  opportunity  this  week  to  fire  questions  at  several  Department 
officials  who  recently  looked  over  the  foot-and-mouth  situation  in  Mexico. 
The  group  included,  among  others,  Chief  B.T.  Simms,  Inspection  and  Quarantine, 
Director  M.R.  Clarkson,  and  Information  Director  J.K.  McClarrcn  of  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry;  and  our  Director  of  Information,  Keith  Himebaugh.  Here 
are  our  questions,  and  their  answers, 

Q,    About  this  new  11 Q" -type  outbreak  that  occurred  three  or  four  weeks  ago 
while  you  were  (town  in  Mexico  --  He.v'e  the  inspectors  found  any  more  cases  since 
that  time? 

Am    No,  not  since  Oct.  24  when  the  crews  finished  the  clean-up.    They  disposed 
of  269  animals  that  had  been  infected  or  exposed. 

Q.    TThat  are  the  chances  of  another  outbreak  of  the  "0"-type,  or  some  other 
new  form  of  the  disease? 

A.     The  quarantine  and  disinfection  crews  threw  everything  they  had  into  mop- 
ping up  this  outbreak — and  they  were  on  the  job  in  a  matter  of  houis  after  the 
first  animals  were  reported  sick.     They  even  followed  up  a  Mexican  boy  who 
had  left  the  hacienda  where  the  outbreak  occurred  before  the  crews  arrived.,,, 
to  see  that  he  was  properly  disinfected  and  had  not  handled  susceptible  animals. 
So  we  think..,, or  hope..,. that  this  outbreak  has  been  stamped  out.     At  the 
same  time,     every  man  dealing  with  livestock  and  plant  diseases  knows  that 
the  cropping  up  of  new  strains  of  a  disease  is  the  bugaboo"    of  all  control 
work.    You  breed  wheat  resistant  to  rust,  or  cotton  resistant  to  root  rot, 
only  to  have  the  disease  come  out  in  a  new  form.    We  know  we'll  continue  to 
face  the  possiblity  of  new  viruses  until  the  last  germ  is  dead  and  gone, 

Q>    What's  the  "score"  so  far  as  new  outbreaks  are  concerned? 

A,     Since  Jan.  1  (essentially  during  the  first  vaccination  of  livestock  in  the 
infected  zone)  there  were  27  outbreaks.     The  second  time  over,  only  4,  So 
we're  making  progress. 

Q.    But  why  any  outbreaks  at  all  —  after  vaccination? 

A.    For  one  thing, , , .even  though  the  Mexicans  are  no  longer  actively  hostile 
.  ...'some  have  boon  reluctant,  at  first,  to  have  their  animals  vaccinated. 

Some  families  have  hidden  out  their  stock  when  the  crews  came  around.  But 
this  situation  is  rapidly  improved  ~s  more  animals  are  being  brought  in  for 
vaccination  in  the  second  and  third  times  around. 

Q.    How  far  are  you  along  with  vaccination? 

A.     The-  second  round  is  about  finished. .. .the  third  is  well  under  way. ,.#the 
fourth  just  started. 

Q.    How  much  longer  will  you  have  to  vaccinate? 

A.  Barring  a  widespread  flare-up,  it  may  be  possible  to  stop  vaccinating  af- 
ter the  fourth  vaccination  —  possibly  in  late  spring  or  early  slimmer  of  *  50, 


BACKGROUND  ON  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  CONTROL  (CONT'D) 


But  we  won't  be  saf e .  ,  ,  .we  ' 11  have-  to  keep  our  inspection  forces  in  the  quar- 
antine zone  for  a  considerable  period,    During  this  critical  waiting  and  watch- 
ing period  each  susceptible  animal  will  be  examined  every  30  days.  ' 

Q,     Hew  long  does  the  foot-and-mouth  virus  live  in  animals  and  in  the  soil? 
In  other  words,  how  long  is  the  danger  period  after  the  last  outbreak? 

A.    Nobody  knows  the  answer  to  that  one.    We  would  hope  that  the  virus  outside 
the  animals  may  have  about  died  out  by  next  June.    But  that's  just  hope. 

Q.    How  long  are  animals  that  have  foot -and -mouth. .and  recovered. ...a  threat? 

A.-   Again,  we  don't  know.     Fast  experience  Would  indicate  not  very  long  in  the 
majority  of  animals, 

Q.     There  seems  to  be  a  question  in  some  people's  minds  as  to  whether  diseased 
animals  are  still  being  eradicated,     "That's  the  story? 

"A,    All  diseased  animals  and  all  those  exposed  and  not  protected' by  vaccina- 
tion are  immediately  disposed  of.    About  7,000  have  been  disposed  of  since 
the  first  of  the  year.,..  At  the  outset  of  the  control  ca.mpaign,  the  forces 
went  right  to  the  heart  of  the  infected  area,  slaughtering  infected  and  ex- 
posed stock.    With  the  change  in  strategy,  they  started  working  in  from  the 
outer  edges  toward  the  center. .. .and  introduced  the  combination  vaccination  - 
eradication  tactics.     In  the  meantime. . . .as  always  happens  with  animal  and 
human  diseases. ,the  disease  has  passed  a  peak,  and  has  entered  a  quiescent 
phase  of  the  cycle.     Thousands  of  animals  have  recovered;  even  without  vacci- 
nation, there  would  be  fewer  new  infections  than  back  in  '47,     So  disposing 
of  all  infected  animals  nowv involves  only  a  fraction  of  the  animals  that  would 
have  been  disposed  of  under  the  all-out  slaughter  tactics  back  in  '4-7.'  We're 
taking  the  fullest  possible  advantage  of  the  quiet  stage  in  the  disease..., 
and  hope  that  we'll  have  it  snuffed  out  before  the  time  another  upturn  in  t he- 
cycle  might  normally  occur, 

FERTILIZER  USE  TAKES  BIG  JUMP 

If  you've  wondered  why  it's  been  hard,  for  the  fertilizer  industry  to  keep 
up  with  domestic  demand,,,, in  spite  of  tremendous  production. ,., just  take  a 
look  at  the  enclosed  map  showing  the  amount  of  fertilizer  being  used  by  States, 
Note  the  important  increases  in  all  States,    And  note  in  particular  what's 
been  happening  in  the  Midwest  and  West  --  whore  farmers  formerly  didn't  use 
much  fertilizer,    Wisconsin  jumped  from  a  '35-39  average  of  about  9  thousand 
tons,,, .to  about  109  in  '49-50. .and  Illinois  from  about  8  thousand  to  126 
thousand.     Some  terrific  increases  in  the  Western  States,  too. 

DRY  MILK  RECIPES 

The  women's  director  at  the  station, ,,, and  your  wi fc, ,, .may  be  interested 
in  the  enclosed  "How  to  Use  Whole  and  Nonfat  Dry  Milk," 


OHIO  HOLDS  FIRST  TV  YJORKSHOP 


Last  week,  the  Ohio  Extension  Service  held  the  first  Television  Workshop 
to  come  to  our  attention  among  the  Land  Grant  Colleges.     It  was  a  three-day 
affair,  and  about  80  persons  registered  for  the  event.     Considering  that  a- 
nother  meeting  was  going  on  at  the  same  time  on  the  campus,  this  seemed  to 
indicate  the  great  interest  on  the  part  of  the  State  Extension  Staff,  county 
and  home  demonstration  agents  throughout  the  State,  Ohio  Experiment  Station, 
and  a  goodly  showing  of  RFD's.     Maynard  Speece,  Tom  Ho one  and  I  went  out  to 
help  with  the  program,  which  was  arranged  cooperatively  between  the  Ohio  folks 
and  ourselves. 

Starting  Wednesday  afternoon  with  a- visit  to  the  WBHS-TY  studios  in  Colum- 
bus, the  program  included  seven  sessions  in  all,  and  wound  up  with  a  "post 
mortem"  of  the  program  that  was  presented  as  a  function  of  the  Workshop.  A 
30 -minute  live  program,  "Your  Thanksgiving  Turkey,"  was  presented  Friday  after- 
noon over  Station  WLWC ,  in  Columbus. 

The  Workshop  sessions  centered  around  the  various  specific  fields,  such 
as  visual  aids,  films,  both  movies  and  still,  program  production  techniques, 
and  "package  programs."    There  was  a  particularly  heavy  emphasis  on  visuali- 
zation of  the  message;  many  examples  of  simple  visuals  were  given  to  the  group. 
In  addition,  the  larger  group  was  divided,  and  each  smaller  unit  assigned  the 
task  of  working  out  a  visual  presentation  of  an  idea  of  its  own  choosing.  This 
proved  to  be  a  very  popular  feature  with  those  attending,  and  several  of  the 
problems  in  having  this  type  of  group  activity  were  solved  along  the  way. 

The  live  program  was  worked  out  with  only  minor  advance  preparation,  so 
that  everyone  could  have  as  much  contact  as  possible  with  the  actual  "building" 
of  a  live  show.    Director  C«  M.  Ferguson  of  the  Ohio  Agricultural  Extension 
Service^  Marion  Moore,  Extension  Nutritionist,  D.  D.  Mover , -Extension  Poultry- 
man,  and  Elinor  Spellerberg,  of  the  Extension  Information  Office,  acted  as 
"talent"  on  the   show,  which  was  emceed  by  Maynard  Speece  and  produced  by  Tom 
Ho  one.     The  turkey  market  was  examined  in  the  Columbus  area  for  information 
to  housewives  as  to  price  and  supply;  various  types  and  kinds  of  turkey  that 
are  available  were  shown  to  the  audience,  with  the  advantages  of  each  care- 
fully pointed  out;  a  turkey  was  properly  prepared  for  the  oven,  and,  finally, 
the  proper  method  of  carving  a  cooked  bird  was  demonstrated.     Two  film  "bridge" 
sequences  were  included  on  the  show,  along  with  liberal  use  of  the  flannel- 
graph,  and  animated  charts.    All  told,  with  le  ss  than  24  hours  total  time  be* 
tween  the  start  of  work  and  actual  airing  of  the  program,  it  was  highly  suc- 
cessful , 

RFD's  attending  the  sessions  were;    Louella  Engle  and  Bob  Miller,  WRFD, 
Worthington,  Ohio;  Betty  Brady  and  John  Butler,  WLW,  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Sam 
Steiger,  WHIO,  Dayton,  Ohio;  Bill  Zipf,  WBHS,  Columbus,  and  Elton  Tait  of 
Pennsylvania  State  College,    Of  course,  Miriam  Foltz  (Yantis),  Maury  White, 
and  Frank  Byrnes  of  the  Ohio  Extension  Information  Office  were  present,  as. 
were  Extension  Editor  J.C.  McClintock  and  As s * t  Editor  Tom  Wheeler. 

A.  B.  Love,  Director  of  Consumer  Education  Activities  for  the  Michigan 
Extension  Service  at  East  Lansing,  Michigan,  was  also  present,  as  were  speci- 
alists from  the  State  Staff,  Experiment  Stations,  and  resident  teaching  staff 
of  Ohio  State  University. 


OHIO  HOLDS  FIRST  TV  WORKSHOP  (COi'T'D) 

Farm-wise,  Ohio  probably  is  well  in  the  lead  with  respect  to  rural  tele-? 
vision  coverage.    With  11  well-scattered  stations  in  operation  now,  plus 
"spill-in"  coverage  from  6  others  out-of-state,  almost  all  Ohio  farm  families 
can  now  enjoy  television  service  second  to  none.    Agents  and  specialists  re- 
ported that  farmers  are  talcing  advantage  of  the  opportunity  in  great  numbers, 
although,  of  course,  no  one  knows  exactly  how  many  rural  sets  there  are.  The 
number  of  rural  "booms"  has  served  to  make  the  Ohio  folks  more  TV  conscious, 
though,  and  they  are  considering  the  advantages  of  such  use  very  seriously. 
We  trust  that  they  are  better  equipped  for  getting  their  TV  starts,  now  that 
they  have  been  given  a  little  information  to  help  them  on  their  way* 


Extension*  Editor  Lisle  Longsdorf  of  Kansas'  State  has  just  passed  along  a 
copy  of  "Listening  Habits  —  Station  KSAC".... .a  20-page  report'  of  a  coopera- 
tive Federal-State  Extension  study  carried  on  over  about  a  year.  Following 
is  a  summary  of  the  findings: 

1.    Farm  families  listening  to  Station  KSAC  sometime  during  the  year: 


80%.    However,  all  members  of  every  family  are  not  listeners.    When  men  and 
women  are  tabulated  separately,  only  59%  of  the  men  and  46%  of  the  women  are 
KSAC  listeners.  .  „  - 

2.  Listenera  obtaining  farm  and  home  broadcasts  from  no  other  radio  sta- 
tion:    55%  of  the  women  listeners  and  40%  of  the  men.' 

3.  Of  the  families  who  listen,  26%  were  able  to  recall  improved  practice 
they  attributed' to  Station  KSAC. 

4.  The  KSAC  listening  audience  is  different  nearly  every  day. 

5.  The  largest  farm  audience  is  at  7:00'  to  8:00  a.m.,  12:00  to  1:00  p.m. 
The  highest  concentration  of  both  men  and  women  occurs  at  1:00  to  2:00  p.m. 
and  8:00  to  9:00  p.m. 

S.  Station  KSAC  has  a  split  audience.  Some  go  to  Extension  meetings, 
and  some  do  not. 

7,  Representatives  of  all  income  groups  and  of  all  educational  levels 
are  listening  daily  to  KSAC.  In  the  families  with  over  $400  income,  69%  of 
tho  men  and  53%  of  the  women  listen  at  some  time, 

8.  A  few  of  the  like  s  mentioned  were  folk  songs,  news  and  markets,  good 
dialogue,  timely  talks,  one  complete  idea  in  a  talk,  recipes,  and  market  bas- 
ket,,... Some  of  the  di s likes  mentioned  by  listeners  were  -technical  papers, 
sluggish  speakers,  monotones,  repetition  of  well-known  ideas,  musical  inter* 
ludes  between  talks,  worn-out  records,  said  dull,  canned  interviews. 

KSAC  is  the  college  stati on. , . .with  daytime  power  of  5,000  watts... .and 

nighttime  authorization  of  500  watts. 


KSAC  REPORTS  LISTENER  HABITS 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

Radio-TV  Coverage  of  FAQ  Conference 

Here  arc  a  few  highlights  on  radio  and  television  coverage  of  the  annual 
FAO  conference  opening  here  Monday.     (See  pp#  i  and  3  of  RFD  Letter.) 

Nov.  25  —  "Capital  Cloakroom,"  with  ^ire ctor-Genoral  N.E.  Dodd,  of  FAO.  Simul- 
cast.    CBS  Network.     10:30-11:00  p.m.  EST. 

Nov,  26  —  USlA  news  spots  in  American  Farmer  and  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 
(See  Network  Schedule,  p.  3. 

Nov.  27  --  "America  United,"  with  Director-General  Dodd;  Director  Stanley 

Andrews' of  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations;  Stanley  Rut- 
tenburg,  Director  of 'Research,  CIO;  and  John  C.  Lynn,  Ass1 t  Dir. 
of  Washington  Office,  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation,    NBC  Net- 
work.    1:00  p.m.  EST. 

Dec.  3  —    USD A  news  spots  in  American  Farmer  end  National  Firm  and  Home  Hour. 

Other  features  are  tentative. 

On  to  Chicago 

A  revised  program  for  the  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors* 
meeting  in  Chicago. .. .Nov.  26-27.. ..is  essentially  the  same  as  the  tentative 
schedule  we  gave  you  lo.st  week.  By  way  of"  reminder,  things  get  going  in  the 
Kadderly-Tottcn  suite  at  the  Stevens  Hotel  Saturday  morning. 

I  will  arrive  in  Chicago  the  25th. ,. .along  with  Tom  No one ,  Maynard  Speece, 
and  Dana  Reynolds  from  our  shop. 


Hope  to  see  all  of  you  there. 


Cordial ly, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosures 


How  to  use  whole  and  nonfat  Dry  jffilk-AIS-8'6 
The  Fertilizer  Situation  for  1949-50 
BAS  Statistical  Summary 


em  oe*ON 


Reserve 


RFD  L£TT£R 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


November  25,  1949 


FAO  CONFERENCE  IN  FULL  SWING 

As  per  schedule,  the  United  Nations'  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
met  here  in  Washington  this  v/eek  and  lost  little  time  getting  down  to  busi- 
ness.    It  now  looks  as  if  the  sessions  will  continue  all  next  week  and  prob- 
ably well*  into  another  week  after  that. 

Wednesday  the  Organization  took  in  three  new  members,  Korea,  Israel, 
and  Indonesia.     That  makes  61  nations  now  taking  part  in  the  FAO. 

So  far    the  discussions  have  revolved  around  the  three  proposals  we  out- 
lined in  our  letter  to  you  last  week;  the  International  Commodity  Clearing 
House,  the  Technical  Assistance  plan,  generally  referred  to  as  the  Point-4 
Plan,  and  the  question  of  a  -permanent  home  site  for  the  organization. 

During  the  Thanks  giving  Day  di'scua  si  en  of  "the  Tforld  Food  Situation, 
Stanley  Andrews  of  the  U.S.  delegation  said  he  thought  that  the  countries 
here  would  find  it  difficult  to  have  their  surpluses  in  a  pool  (as  contem- 
plated in  the  ICCH  plan).     He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  long-term  solu- 
tion would  be  built  around  helping  deficit  countries  to  help  themselves. 
This,  he  said,  is  why  the  U.S.  has  proposed  the  Point-4  program. 

In  the  course  of  his  discussion,  Mr.  Andrews  pointed  out  that  the  basic 
agricultural  production  policy  of  the  United  States  has  been  to  produce  enough 
for  home  consumption,  to  have  a  fair  share  of  exports,  to  have  a  normal  carry- 
over, to  have  a  reserve  in  case  of  unforeseen  crop  failures  and  to  stimulate 
consumption  outside  of  normal  trade  channels,  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  U.S.  delegate  suggested  that  the  problem  is  one  calling  for  thorough 
study  and  discussion. 

At  the  conference,  a  representative  of  Lebanon  reports  farmers  in  some 
areas  have  gone  back  to  wooden  plows  because  they  broke  cast  iron  plows  and 
could  not  get  them  fixed,    Italy  has  asked  for  help  in  grading  milk  and  cut- 
ter.   And  India  wants  help  from  a .rice-growing  expert  in  the  Middle  East* 
Yugoslavia,  Venezuela,  and  Lebanon  have  requested  that  U.S.  experts  study  the 
difficulties  tropical  countries  are  having  with  United  States1  machinery. 
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BRANNAN  DISCUSSES  PRICE  SUPPORTS 

At  the  Grange  convention  in  Sacramento  last  Saturday  (the  ISth),  Secre- 
tary Brannan  advocated  price  supports  based  on  income  standards  rather  than 
on  price  alone.    He  also  discussed  his  views  of  the  types  of  price  supports 
desirable  for  perishable  commodities, 

If  you'd  like  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  remarks,  drop  us  a  line. 

BUILD  OUT  THE  ROT 

Some  of  tho  changes  made  in  building  practices  in  recent  years  tend  to 
increase  the  chance  of  decay  of  outside  woodwork.    Department  forest  patho- 
logists warn  it  is  wise  to  guard  against  such  trouble.    Nov/  that  it  is  often 
not  practicable  to  got  naturally  durable  wood,  you  often  have  to  use  sapwood 
which  doesn't  resist  decay  very  well.     In  using  sapwood  for  exterior  trim  and 
siding  in  moist  climate,  the  Department  men  say  use  sound,  dry,  bright  lumber. 
Provide  overhanging  roof  and  rain  gutters  to  help  keep  rain  off  the  walls. 
Use  only  lightweight  "breathing"  building  papers  under  siding.     Put  flashing 
around  tho  windows  and  other  openings  and  projections.     Use  preservative  treat- 
ments for  such  parts  as  outside  steps  and  porch  floors  and  rails.     The  patho- 
logists blame  tho  practice  cf  omitting  overhanging  eaves  and  elimination  of 
eaves  troughs  for  the  rotting  of  much  outside  woodwork, 

VOTE  ON  COTTON  QUOTAS 

On  Thursday,  December  15,  the  Nation's  cotton  farmers  will  vote  in  a 
referendum  to  decide  if  marketing  quotas  will  be  used  for  the  1950  arop. 
Quotas  won't  be  used  unless  two-thirds  of  the  growers  in  the  referendum  ap- 
prove.    If  two-thirds  approve,  growers  who  seed  within  their  acreage  allot- 
ment will  be  entitled  to  90  percent  of  parity  price  support.     If  quotas  are 
not  approved,  price  support  of  cooperators  is  limited  by  lav/  to  50  percent 
of  parity, 

"FARM  NEvTS"  BACK  SOON 

Wo  understand  CBS  plans  to  resume  its  network  "FARM  NEWS"  on  December 
10th  at  3:00  P.M,    CBS  temporarily  suspended  this  feature  during  the  football 
sea son ^ 

FEWER  JAP  BEETLES  NEXT  YEAR 

Department  entomologists  tell  us  many  parts  of  the  eastern  U.S.  may  have 
tower  Jap  beetles  next  year.  The  hot,  dry  summer  killed  off  many  of  the  eggs 
and  newly  hatched  grubs, 

DDT-BE SIS TANT  MOSQUITOES 

This  year  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in  Florida  found  they  were  having  trouble 
controlling  mosquitoes  with  regular  application  cf  DDT,     The  entomologists 
find  some  strains  of  Florida  mosquitoes  have  developed  resistance  to  DDT, 


FAO  CONFERENCE  OPENS  IN  WASHINGTON 


About  350  farm  leaders. •• .from  58  nations. .assembled  in  the  Shoreham 
here  in  Washington  this  week  for  the  fifth  conference  of  the  International 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization. 

Besides  the  dele  gates-, -around  75  to  100  non-governmental  organizations 
are  represented. 

Brazilian  Welcomes  Group 

In  welcoming  the  group,  Secretary  Bramian  added  his  personal  invitation 
to  FAO  to  locate  its  permanent  headquarters  here  in  the  U.S.;  (Rome,  Geneva, 
and  Copenhagen  also  are  bidding  for  the  headquarters.) 

-  The  Secretary  also  said  that  President  Truman's  active  participation  in 
the  conference  was  a  tangible  symbol  of  the  belie #    the  U.S.  has  in  FAO  ob- 
jectives. 

President  Truman  Talks 

President  Truman'  made  references  to  two  major  proposals  before  the  con- 
ference in  a  talk  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 

In  connection  with  the  proposal  before  the  conference  to  expand  the 
"Point -4"  (or  technical  assistance)  type  of  activity,  the  President  said* 

"The  United  States  will  continue  to  look  to  the  FAO  for  leadership  in 
the  international  cooperative  effort  to  increase  food  and  agricultural  pro- 
duction throughout  the  world.     Our  experience,  our  knowledge,  our  technical 
experts  are  all  available  to  you,  and  I  hope'  that  you  will  continue  to  call 
upon  them  as  needed." 

The  President  outlined  efforts  through  the  European  Recovery  Program  to 
restore  Europe. ,»#and  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  and  International 
Trade  Organization  program  to  facilitate  world  trade.     He  then  made  a  genera- 
lized reference  to  the  International  Commodity  Clearing  House  proposal  before 
the  conference: 

"At  the  present  time,  there  is  still  need  for  resourcefulness  in  mooting 
certain  immediate  problems.     I  know  that,  at  this  session,  the  FAO  will  be 
considering  ways  and  means  of  moving  temporary  surpluses  of  certain  commodi- 
ties -.from  countries  where  they  are  not  needed  to  countries  where  they  are 
badly  needed.    The  United  States  welcomes  the  initiative  of  this  Organization 
in  seeking  a  solution  to  this  problem.    We  pledge  ourselves  to  work  whole- 
heartedly with  the  ether  members  in  attempting  to  deviso  practical  and  effec- 
tive methods  for  solving  it." 

Extension  Activities 


FAO's  Deputy  Director -General,  Sir  Herbert  Broad ley,  said  the  conference 
also  will  give  special  consideration  to  the  need  to  aid  in  developing  Exten- 
sion-typo programs  in  underdeveloped  countries. 
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ALLOTMENTS  AND  MARKETING  QUOTAS 

Acreage  allotments  and  marketing  quotas  have  gone  through  a  period  of 
evolution  since  they  were  first  used  under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act, 
Nov;  that  they1  re  coming  back  into  the  picture  again,  we  thought  you  might  be 
interested  in  some  historical  background.     So,  enclosed  is  "Allotments  and 
Marketing  Quotas  —  Facts  and  Background." 

FARM-HOME  NETWORK  FEATURES 

Nov.  29  —  NBC-TV  —  Television  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  3:30-5:00  p.mi 
EST,  with  pick-up  from  ring,  4-H  activities,  meat  cutting,  etc* 
Participants  include:     Paul  Visser  and  Everett  Mitchell  of  NBC; 
Ken  Gapcn,  Tom  Noone,  and  Maynard  Spceco  of  USDA;  and  others.  To 
be  carried  by  25  NBC-TV  stations. 

ABC  — American  Farmer  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST,  1)  "Business  Side  of 
Fanning,"  Dana  Reynolds,  2)  "Luther  Bur bank  —  and  His  Work,"  with 
Secretary  Brannan  from  Washington;  Dean  Hutcheson  of  California 
College  of  Agriculture;  Mrs.  Luther  Bur'bank. 

NBC  —  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST,  1)  "USDA 
Headlines,"  2)  "International  Livestock  Exposition  and  4-H  Club 
Congress,"  from  Chicago, 

PRICE  SUPPORTS  AT  A  GLANCE 

You  may  want  to  keep  the  enclosed  one -pa  go  list  of  price- support  levels 
under  the  Agricultural  Act  of  1949  handy.    At  a  glance  you  can  see  what  the 
price  supports  will  be  for  the  1950  and  subsequent  crops. 


CHECK  ON  PRICE  SUPPORT  ACTIVITIES 

Wheat  agreement  sales  have  been  picking  up.    And  some  corn  is  moving  in- 
to export.     That  will  help  relieve  terminal  storage  spa.ee,  ; 

Grain  Branch  officials  of  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  say 
the  larger  wheat  exports,  and  the  fact  that  CCC  loans  and  owned  stocks  are 
becoming  every  day  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  total  supply  of  wheat, 
probably  account  for  the  recent  market  strength.     The  report  on  CCC  loan  and 
purchase  agreement  stocks  as  of  November  1,  will  be  issued  next  week. 

Dried  whole-egg  purchases  for  price  support  amount  to  372,240  lbs.  for 
December  delivery.  For  the  year,  net  purchase  .of  whole  eggs  so  far  amounts 
to  60,611,561. 

1949  crop  Irish  potatoes  bought  for  price  support  through  November  21 
total  6,741,971  cwt.    Here  is  the  break-down :     1,031,818  cwt  went  'into  direct 
distribution  to  school  lunches,  welfare  organizations,  and  the  like;  174,787 
cwt  to  potato  flour;  8,314  cwt  to  starch;  6,000  cwt  to  glucose,  and  5,435,052 
cwt  for  livestock  feed. 


Doc.  3  — 


Dec.  3  — 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


NARFD  Committee  Activities  .  . 

Among  the  NARFD  Committee  activities  reported  in  the  convention  issue 
of  "RFD  Chats"  is  word  from  Edd  Lemons,  that  his  RFD-Extcnsi on  Service  rela- 
tions committee  made  surveys  in  Washington,  Oregon, ■  Missouri,  Louisiana, 
Texas,  Hew  Mexico  j  Colorado,  Michigan,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Ohio,  and 
also  contacted  USDA0    It  received  from  about  half  of  those  States  specific 
examples  of  how  Extension  and  RFD*s  are  enjoying  pleasant  and  cooperative 
relations,"  ? 

Chuck  Worcester^  chairman  of  the  committee  on  professional  guidance^ 
with  a  proposal  to  publish  "an  RFD  Handbook,  for  use  in  college  class  work, 
for  new  members  of  RFD,  and  any  others  interested  in  farm  radio  work, r0#to 
include  a  basic  outline  of  RFD  work." 

Jack  Jackson,  of  KCMO,  chairman  of  a  special  committee  considering  a  ' 
plan  for  a  standing  committee  to  consult  with  USDA  on  services  to  RFD*s» 

The  RFD  10 -Year  Club 

RFD  Chats  also  carries  a  report  from  RFD  Chris  Mack  of  WNAX  in  Yankton 
of  NARFD  members  with  10  or  more  years  in  farm  broadcasting.     These  men««## 
with  their  years  of  service  counting  years  spent  in  armed  service) ,»a»arc • 
Art  Page,  WLS,  2 6 -plus;  John  Merrifield,  WArJ,  25 ;  Wallace  Kadderly,  KGW,  24; 
George  lister,  "XMMJ,  24;  Bill  Macdonald,  KFAB,  2S|;  Ken  Gapen,  USDA,  22; 
Charles  Stookey,  KXOK,  20?g;  Herb  Plambeck,  WHO,  13^-;  Edd  Lemons,  started  in 
*56a  but  was  out  4-plus  years,  not  for  service;  Jin  Chapman,  WTAM,  13;  Harry 
Campbell,  WBBMj  l&jf  Sam  Schneider,  KVOO,  llj;  Charles  Worcester,  WMT,  11%; 
Glenn  Lorang,  KHQ,  llg-;  Don  Dean,  VfLEC,  11;  Layne  Beaty,  WBAP,  11;  Amos  KLrby, 
WCAU,  11, 

Among  the  RFD*s 

Some  of  our  FHA  folks  just  back  from  Hunt svi lie,  Ala,,  tell  us  that  RFD 
John  McDonald  of  WSM  in  Nashville  was  on  hand  for  the  issuance  of  the  first 
housing  loan  to  a  farmer,     John  recorded  with  Senator  Sparkman  and  Congress- 
man Jones,  and  FHA  Administrator  Lasseter,    WSBN  of  Birmingham  arranged  a 
state-wide  hook-up  for  a  30-minute  recording  made  at  Hunt svi lie 1 s  station" 
WBBS  and  relayed  through  FM,    WAVU  of  Alburtville  recorded  the  ceremony*  c  «  , 
RFD  Phil  Alampi  of  TfJZ  recently  talked  with  the  Associated  Women  of  the  New 
Jersey  Farm  Bureau  about  producer- consumer  relations,  and  will  talk  further 
on  this  theme  with  the  Nov.'-  Jersey  Horticultural  Association  at  Atlantic  City, 
Doc0  6,     Phil  also  appeared  on  the  public  relations  panel  of  the  National 
Cooper ative  Milk  Producers  Federation  in  New  York*  «  ,  «  Robert  E,  Parker, 
new  radio  editor  at  Connecticut  State  college,  used  the  suggested"  4-H  initi- 
ation ceremony  as  part  of  the  weekly  Connecticut  Farm  Forum  program  over 
WTIC  in  Hartford,  during  4-H  Achievement  Week,     Initiates  from  various  parts 
of  the  State  took  part,  and  discussed  their  first  projects.     Bob  graduated, 
from  Iowa  State  this 'past  year,  after  working  with  Chuck  Worcester  at  WMT, 
and  Dick  Hull  at  W0I# 
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AMOITG-  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

•  •  •  •  We  hoar  from  Lee  Edwards,    who  has  been  with  WKOW  in  Madison j  that 
he  is  in  the  process  of  re-locating, . .  ."but  no  word  yet  as  to  where  •  • 

Tom  Page,  the  RFC  of  WC  station  in  l]ow  York,  was  in  Washington  this 

week  covering  United  Rations  doings  in  the  FAO  Conference,  When  last  seen 
here  Friday  afternoon,  ho  was  heading  out  for  HARFD  meeting  in  Chicago, 


Enclosures • 


Price-Support  Levels,  Agricultural  Act 
of  1949 

Allotments  and  Marketing  Quotas 
Prospects  for  Regional  Distribution 
of  the  Population  of  the  U.S. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M,  Gap  en 
Ass*t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


